
STAFF REPORT

Winter's cold may have cooled crime in
Crittenden County.

Through the first three months of
2014 there have been just two felony in-
dictments handed down by the Critten-
den County Grand Jury. That's well
below normal, and quite possibly a mod-
ern-day record. 

Crittenden Circuit Court Clerk Melissa
Guill hasn't seen such low numbers of
high crimes in her 12 years at the court-
house.

She and Marion Police Chief Ray
O'Neal both think weather has something
to do with it. The bitterly cold winter kept
folks indoors and out of trouble, they the-
orize. 

From 2011 through 2013, there were
an average of 16 felony indictments dur-
ing the first quarter of each year. An 88-

percent decrease in the number of cases
going to Crittenden Circuit Court has
made for shorter work
days in the courtroom,
but Commonwealth At-
torney Zac Greenwell
says the numbers are not
indicative of what's going
on in other parts of the
judicial district, which
includes Webster and
Union counties. 

While Greenwell
hopes the recent low
numbers continue, he
believes the dry spell may be nothing
short of an anomaly. 

"I hope time proves me wrong," Green-
well said, "but I don't think it's a trend."

Everyone is hoping spring has sprung,
but they'd prefer crime to stay cool.

"I certainly think the weather has had
something to do with it," said O'Neal. "It's

been very quiet the last
few weeks."

Police and the prosecu-
tor also believe the recent
absence of a drug enforce-
ment detective from the
Pennyrile Area Narcotics
Task Force (PANTF) may
be a factor limiting the
number of arrests. Robbie
Kirk, who is now a candi-
date for public office, re-
tired as the task force

detective a year ago after nearly nine
years.

Lori Blakely, director of the PANTF,
said a new detective has just been as-
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Weekend fire
destroys home

Fire destroyed a mobile
home in the Midway commu-
nity off U.S. 60 West early Fri-
day evening. Crittenden County
Volunteer Fire Department re-
sponded to the scene, but the
vacant trailer was a total loss,
completely engulfed by the time
firemen arrived.

Ownership of the empty mo-
bile home had not been deter-
mined as of early this week.

State spring fire
hazard elevated

Kentucky’s spring forest fire
hazard season remains in effect
until April 30. During this period,
it is illegal to burn anything
within 150 feet of any wooded
area or brushland between the
daylight hours of 6 a.m. and 6
p.m. The law is intended to pre-
vent forest fires by allowing
outdoor burning only after 6
p.m. when conditions are less
likely to cause a wildfire to
spread. Violation can result in a
fine and/or jail time.

Crittenden County Volunteer
Fire Department Chief Billy
Arflack said firefighters have
been called to numerous brush
and field fires with the onset of
warmer weather and increased
spring cleanup activity around
homes in the county.

Poll: Kentucky
9th fattest state

Kentucky was the ninth fat-
test state in the country last
year while Mississippi bumped
West Virginia for the top spot,
according to Gallup’s recent
Well Being State of the States
report. Kentucky, along with
Mississippi, West Virginia,
Louisiana and Arkansas, has re-
mained among the top 10 fat-
test states since 2008,
according to Gallup.

In Kentucky, 30.6 percent of
the residents are considered
obese. This is compared to 35.4
in Mississippi and only 19.6 in
Montana, the skinniest state,
per the Gallup report. 

Marion Tourism
elects officers

Marion Tourism Commission
elected a new slate of officers
last week, according to Tourism
Director Michele Edwards. Dar-
rick Myers was elected presi-
dent; Karen Woodall, vice
president; and Phillis Hardin,
Treasurer.

Public meetings 
- Livingston Fiscal Court will

meet at 5:30 p.m. today
(Thursday) at the judicial cen-
ter in Smithland.

- Crittenden County Board of
Education meets for its regular
monthly meeting at 6 p.m.
Tuesday at Rocket Arena.

For this week’s online poll,
we asked, “Which of the fol-
lowing sports championship
institutions is your favorite?” 

The timing seems to be right
for most of those voting in our
weekly poll. The results were:

- March Madness: 38%
- Super Bowl: 14%
- World Series: 12%
- Stanley Cup Final: 2%
- NBA Finals: 1%
- None/Don’t care: 30%

What’s your opinion?
Web poll results

facebook.com/Thecrittendenpress
twitter.com/crittendenpress

thepress@the-press.com
270.965.3191
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Thursday, March 20, 2014 
16 PAGES  | VOLUME 132 | NUMBER 37

National Ag Day recongizes
efforts of farmers | Pages 8-9

See CRIME/Page 12

usps 138-260 • marion ky 42064                                   270.965.3191 | Breaking, local news at the-press.com                       your home-owned newspaper since 1879

It's Sunshine Week across
the nation. 

'Bout time, huh?
After a brutal winter, it's

nice to have some warmth
pushed into our corner of the
world, but the Sunshine of
this discussion will be a light
cast upon this nation many
years ago by framers of our
U.S. Constitution. Through
impeccable vision, their art-
ful construction remains a
pillar of strength 225 years
later. Among the Consitu-
tion's greatest tenants is its
Bill of Rights, where the First
Amendment provides us with
free speech, a free press and,
perhaps most importantly,
accountability from our gov-
ernment – luxuries foreign to
many on this earth.

Our Constitution is indeed
unique; at times a paradox. It
is a document that allows
anyone to say virtually any-
thing (First Amendment) or
say absolutely nothing no
matter the circumstance
(Fifth Amendment). It gives
us a country like few others
ever conceived.

Sunshine laws are those
federal regulations empow-

ered by the Constitution that
require government agencies
and government officials to
be completely open about
what they're doing and how
they're doing it. Similarly,
states have their own set of
standards for openness. Ken-
tucky's Open Records and
Open Meetings laws are
among the best in the coun-
try. 

Sunshine Week focuses
on the importance of open
government. No open govern-
ment, no democracy. No
transparency, no government
accountability.

Discussion of this topic al-
ways draws me to baseball. I
know it's a bit ironic, but
stay with me.

In governing – just like in

baseball – fans are part of the
game. 

As a near perfect simile, I
present to you the somewhat
tragic Steve Bartman inci-
dent that occurred during a
Major League Baseball play-
off game in 2003 at Chicago's
Wrigley Field. Bartman, just
a fan who bought a ticket to
the game, was seated in the
stands with friends along the
right field line. In the eighth
inning, with the Cubs cling-
ing to a narrow lead, several

spectators leaned over the
grandstand railing in an at-
tempt to catch a foul ball.
Problem was that Cubs right
fielder Moises Alou was try-
ing to catch it, too. Unfortu-
nately, for Alou, the fans
interfered with the flight of
the ball and he missed it.
Bartman took the blame for
spoiling the Cubs' chances of
going to the World Series for
the first time since 1945.
There's a goat, a curse and
death threats involved in this
baseball saga, but I will forgo
further discussion of the
matter at this time. Instead,
let's turn back toward the
sun. 

This baseball story per-
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Sunshine Week reminds us not of warmth, but freedoms
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Winter cools crime in county
Indictments
down in county

Listed below are the num-
ber of felony indictments for
the last four years, according
to Crittenden County court
records, comparing the num-
ber of indictments in the first
three months of each year.

2014....................................2
January to March......2

2013..................................54
January to March....17

2012..................................65
January to March....18

2011..................................61
January to March....12

By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

Brush only. No household
trash.

That's the simple message
conveyed by two plain blue signs
with white lettering placed at ei-
ther entrance of what is com-
monly known as the county's
brush dump. Yet that message
seems to be getting lost on some
residents who continue to violate
the order, and it could end up
costing taxpayers thousands of
dollars a day in fines and cleanup
expenses or lead to the closure of
the convenient site altogether.

Last Thursday, under a clear
blue sky on a crisp late winter
morning, Willard Guill was using
the brush dump for its intended

purpose. This winter's snow and
ice had wreaked havoc on trees
on his rural Crittenden County
property. Taking advantage of the
sunny day, he backed up to the
mound of brush debris at the
open dump off Bridwell Loop and
began unloading the bed of his
small truck packed full of limbs
broken from his trees during the
winter.

It's a nice convenience to have,
he said, adding that he doesn't
have a good spot on his property
to burn limbs and other foliage he
needs to dispose of. Plus, it's just
safer to avoid setting such fires,
especially during Kentucky spring
forest fire hazard season cur-
rently in effect.

Disposal of tree limbs and

other foliage is free at the dump,
which is open all the time for legal
disposal of foliage. The site has
been open for years for public
use.

Last Thursday morning was a
perfect example of how the brush
dump is intended to be used. Be-
sides a couple of wooden pallets,
a cardboard box or two and a
small area of what appeared to be
demolition debris, people using
the dump of late appear to be fol-
lowing the rules.

That was not the case when
inspectors with the Kentucky De-
partment for Environmental Pro-
tection on Feb. 26 discovered
several violations of what the

I hope time
proves me wrong,
but I don’t think
it’s a trend.

– Zac Greenwell

Commonwealth Attorney on the 
low number of felony indictments so 

far in 2014 in Crittenden County

”

“

Continued abuse of brush 
dump could lead to closure

PHOTO BY DARYL K. TABOR, THE PRESS

Last Thursday, Willard Guill of Marion emptied a load of brush at the county’s brush dump off Bridwell
Loop gathered from his yard after this winter’s storms played havoc with his trees. Crittenden County
Judge-Executive Perry Newcom said illegal dumping of demolition debris and household trash at the
site could lead to fines for the county or even the dump’s closure.

See BRUSH/Page 2

March Madness
NCAA Tournament matchups

M I D W E S T  R E G I O N
8Kentucky vs. 9Kansas State

8:40 p.m., Friday
St. Louis / CBS

4Louisville vs 13Manhattan
8:50 p.m., today (Thursday)

St. Louis / TNT

S O U T H  R E G I O N
2Kansas vs 15Eastern Kentucky

3:10 p.m., today (Thursday)

St. Louis / TBS

Legislative relief
could see school
out before June
FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Mother Nature has become a political football
in Frankfort, with lawmakers at the Capitol wran-
gling over how to best provide relief to school dis-
tricts struggling to make up days of instruction
missed due to winter weather.

In Crittenden County, board of education mem-
bers have been presented with several options to
consider for making up the remaining 15 of 17 in-

struction days missed over the
winter. But all the potential sce-
narios depend on what sort of re-
lief comes from legislators in
Frankfort.

“There’s some legislation (being
considered) right now,” Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. Rachel
Yarbrough told board members
March 11 during a working ses-
sion. “We’re trying to hold off on
making any decisions until the

last possible minute because of that fact. We be-
lieve we are going to get some options, but we are
not sure what those are at this time.” 

After the House of Representatives offered a ver-
sion of relief for school districts to the Senate on
an 82-8 vote last week, on Monday, the Senate
sent its own version down the hall of the Capitol to
the House on a 38-0 vote. 

Long bouts of snow and ice have forced some
districts across Kentucky to miss more than 30 in-
structional days this winter. Those recurrent ab-
sences have school employees and parents
wondering how long the school year might be ex-
tended to make up for lost time. That could conflict
with summer vacations, sports tournaments and

Spring 
starts 
today!

See CALENDAR/Page 2

Yarbrough



fectly illustrates that for bet-
ter or worse, fans are – em-
phasis added – part of the
game.

This Sunshine Week we
can take comfort in knowing
that people are part of the
government process no mat-
ter how far they feel from the
game. In the same fashion
that an average fan, just a
ticket holder, can weigh in on
the outcome of a professional
baseball game, We the People
have a means – indeed a
right – to not only observe
what is happening in our
government but affect it as
well.

Frankly, I am often
stunned at how little elected
officials understand Sun-
shine laws. Officials may not

realize they have become the
lawbreakers when they re-
fuse public information that
is legally obtainable. As an
outspoken proponent of our
Constitution and Bill of
Rights, I support full disclo-
sure from government. 

Our country’s history has
proven on more than one oc-
casion that secrecy makes
problems worse and erodes
public confidence in govern-
ment. Secrecy is the hall-
mark of a totalitarian society,
not a democracy. Secrecy
serves only special interests
and not the citizens, not the
fans and not the game.

(Chris Evans is the pub-
lisher of The Crittenden Press.
His column appears in this
newspaper periodically. He
can be reached at 965-3191
or by e-mail at evans@the-
press.com.)
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March 16-22 has been
set aside as Sunshine Week
in the United States. Though
created by journalists, Sun-
shine Week is about the pub-
lic’s right to know what its
government is doing and
why.

Sunshine Week seeks to
enlighten and empower peo-
ple to play an active role in
their government at all levels
and to give them access to
information that makes their
lives better and their com-
munities stronger.

Participants include news
media, government officials
at all levels, schools and uni-
versities, libraries and
archives, individuals, non-
profit and civic organizations,
historians and anyone with
an interest in open govern-
ment.

The Press letters policy
Letters should be submitted by 5 p.m., Friday the week

before publication. Submissions must include only the
author’s name, address, phone number and signature. Phone
numbers and addresses are required, but will not be pub-
lished. 

Letters should be written in good taste and in most cases
should not exceed 300 words or be submitted within 30 days
of your last submission. The Crittenden Press reserves the
right to reject or edit letters for clarity, brevity and otherwise at
our discretion. Original submissions will not be returned.

Your letters to the editor may be brought into our office or
sent to: Letters, P.O. Box 191, Marion, KY 42064-0191 or e-
mailed to thepress@the-press.com.

McConnell bailout
support warranted
To the editor

Recently, a letter to the edi-
tor was printed whereby support
of a "bailout" by U.S. Sen. Mitch
McConnell was criticized.

The author is unfamiliar with
what a bailout is and does.
Bailouts have been around
since the 1930s, beginning with
the Reconstruction Finance
Corp. and Franklin Roosevelt.
They have been used in suc-
cessful efforts by the U.S.
Treasury and FDIC to save
thousands of jobs, primarily,
and businesses by injecting
capital in the forms of purchas-
ing stock for repurchase and se-
cured collateral loans to
companies. 

Previous bailouts to financial
entities have been paid for in
the form of repayment to the
federal government from earn-
ings or liquidation of assets with
stockholders of the target com-
panies taking the entire loss,
while the taxpayers and jobs
survived and even profited. 

As of March 14, 2014, the
payback from the 2008 bailout
has resulted in a profit to the
federal government of $12.5 bil-
lion of dollars and more than a
million jobs saved. 

Other successful bailouts
were Continental Bank of
Chicago and Chrysler. Both net-
ted the U.S. dollar profits and

large job savings. 
An understanding of how

government bailouts work is
why I not only supported it, but
encouraged Sen. McConnell to
support it. Not only did he sup-
port it, but he showed his lead-
ership ability in influencing the
GOP in the U.S. Senate to ap-
prove the capital infusion legis-
lation, which they, thankfully,
did.  

Remember, both Bush and
Obama supported the recom-
mendation of Secretary of
Treasury Paulson, incoming
Secretary Geitner and Federal
Reserve Chairman Bernanke
for the capital infusion plan for
the banks providing the all-im-
portant liquidity to the financial
markets.   

The liquidity injection is what
unlocked the worldwide finan-
cial markets, allowing credit
cards to work and enabling
cash availability to resume. It al-
lowed domestic commerce and
foreign trade to continue nor-
mally. The payments system
was saved.

Plainly, money would not
move. Banks did not even loan
each other money, effectively
stopping all commerce. No pay-
ment or financial settlement
system was at work. 

The U.S. came within 24
hours from collapsing its entire
monetary system. That is too
close for comfort.

Gordon B. Guess

Marion, Ky.
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open dump is permitted to ac-
cept.

"I was at this location with
Mrs. Sue Padget, county waste
coordinator, to verify the site
was no longer a convenience
center and while there ob-
served a large quantity of
open-dumping of house dem-
olition debris and household
trash at the site," reported in-
vestigator John Rundle.

Besides bags of household
trash lumped in with the fo-
liage, the junk included insu-
lation, shingles and various
other types of materials from
apparent demolition of build-
ings. Bags of trash and demo-
lition debris were also found
dumped over the edge of an
area being filled for expansion
of the site.

A warning was issued to
the county, but the next time,
it could cost the county
$5,000 per day it is in violation

of state prescribed regulations
for the facility. Inspections by
state officials can be unsched-
uled.

In spite of dodging the vio-
lation, the illegal dumping cost
taxpayers plenty. A county
road crew was at the site a day
and a half cleaning up the
garbage and demolition mate-
rials, according to Crittenden
County Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom. 

"It filled up one roll-off
dumpster and part of an-
other," Newcom said, describ-
ing the volume of mess that
had to be cleaned up and dis-
posed of properly.

For the benefit of the pub-
lic, there are no gates restrict-
ing access to the facility; nor is
there anyone on site to moni-
tor dumping. Newcom said
that would be cost-prohibitive
for the county and an incon-
venience for people trying to
clean up their property at all
times of the week.

"We've got to get people to
quit dumping illegally out

there," he said.
The county burns the limbs

and brush at the dump, typi-
cally overseen by volunteer
firefighters who can take ad-
vantage of the blaze for train-
ing exercises. But burning is
part of the problem when it
comes to household trash and
demolition debris left at the
brush dump. It is illegal to
burn those materials, period,
according to state law. They
must be disposed of properly
at convenience centers like the
one in Crittenden County off
U.S. 60 east of Marion.

But not everyone likes pay-
ing to dump their garbage,
said Newcom. He cited a re-
cent incident at the conven-
ience center when someone
had three couches to dispose
of. When they learned of the
cost, they turned away. Ironi-
cally, the next day, three
couches turned up at the
brush dump.

Such blatant abuse is frus-
trating for the judge-executive,
particularly when the county

offers free dumping days for
such items at the convenience
center both in the spring and
fall. In fact, the next free dump
days will be in April, though
no date has been set.

"That's the reason we have
these things to give people an
opportunity to dump things
like that for free," he said, re-
ferring to the couches and
demolition debris.

Newcom said the county
has been savvy in locating
some perpetrators of illegal
disposal at the brush dump.
Workers have gone through
sacks of garbage to find the
names of individuals, who
then can face a fine for illegal
dumping as well as the cost of
cleanup.

"We've had some success at
that," he said.

If illegal dumping contin-
ues, to avoid fines from the
state, the county may be
forced to fence off the brush
dump and closed it to the
public.

BRUSH
Continued from Page 1
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A familiar face will be back
on Marion City Council.

On Monday, council mem-
bers appointed Darrin Tabor
back to a seat on the
six-member city council
to fill the unexpired term
of Greg West, who re-
signed his seat to be-
come county trial
commissioner.

After West's resig-
nation was officially ac-
cepted, Tabor's name
was the only nomina-
tion brought forward for
consideration to fill the vacant
seat. Councilman Jared Byford
entered Tabor's name for ap-
pointment.

Tabor was unanimously ap-
proved by the four council mem-
bers present Monday.
Councilman Frank Pierce was
unable to attend due to work ob-
ligations.

Tabor returns to the council

after a year hiatus. In a similar,
situation, he was first appointed
to the council in 2005 to fill the
unexpired term of Junior Martin,
who gave up his seat when he

moved away. Tabor
was then elected to the
seat in 2006. He was
subsequently re-
elected in 2008 and
2010, but chose not to
run in 2012.

"You have to con-
sider something like
this as community serv-
ice," Tabor said. "I enjoy
doing it. I really do.”

West, a former magistrate
on Crittenden Fiscal Court, was
elected to his first term on the
city council in 2012. Tabor will fill
West's unexpired term on the
council for the remainder of this
year. 

City voters will head to the
polls in November to elect coun-
cil members for a new two-year
term.

Tabor

Tabor selected to return
to Marion City Council

Jail budget less dependent
on fiscal court contribution
STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County Deten-
tion Center’s proposed budget
for the coming fiscal year is
significantly lower than the
current fiscal year’s spending
plan and is less dependent on
the fiscal court for supplemen-
tal funding.

At Tuesday’s meeting of
Crittenden Fiscal Court, mag-
istrates were presented the
proposed 2014-15 detention
center budget by Jailer Phil
Parker. The spending plan to-
tals $2.36 million, which is
down from the $2.45 million
budget under which the
lockup is currently operating.
Due to the savings, the
county’s general fund contri-
bution to the jail fund to bal-
ance the proposed spending
plan is more than $80,000
less than in the current year.

For the next fiscal year,
which begins July 1, the fiscal
court will tentatively infuse
only $353,822 into the jail
fund, down from $435,758 in
the current fiscal year.

Crittenden County Judge-
Executive Perry Newcom said
the expected contribution
from the court is in line with
what the county was paying to
keep afloat the old 20-bed life-
safety jail.

“That was our goal from the
beginning,” Newcom said of
the lower financial contribu-
tion from the fiscal court to the
current 133-bed facility. “So
we’re getting there.”

More than half of the jail’s
anticipated income for next
year comes from housing
Class D state felons. That is
expected to generate $1.2 mil-
lion in revenue. The lockup
also makes money from hous-
ing federal inmates and pris-
oners from other counties.

The largest expense for the
jail is for manpower, though
that figure is down from the
current year. The jailer’s
salary will be $72,400 and
deputies’ wages account for
$819,900. Other employee ex-
penses – benefits, the county’s
matching share, unemploy-
ment insurance and worker’s
compensation – are budgeted
for $344,455.

Newcom said the detention
center workforce is down from
52 employees at one point to
only 31 at present.

On Tuesday, the jail was
housing 112 inmates – 89
state, three federal, seven from
other counties and 13 locals.
Since November, the jail has
been averaging right at capac-
ity, 133 prisoners.

continuing education plans
by teachers.

The current school calen-
dar in Crittenden County has
students leaving for summer
break on June 5, with gradu-
ation set for June 6. The orig-
inal school calender slated
May 14 as the last day for
students, with graduation on
May 16.

But the school calendar as
it is presented now is a work
in progress, particularly until
educators know what they’re
dealing with out of Frankfort.

Under the Senate's plan,
local school boards could
submit revised calendars to
the state education commis-
sioner to adjust for lost in-
structional time. Changes
could include extending
school days or having stu-
dents in session on scheduled
days off. School days could
not exceed seven instruc-
tional hours. If districts are
still struggling to make up all
lost time, school boards could
request a state waiver from
the required 1,062 instruc-
tional hours in a school year. 

The Senate attached those
provisions to House Bill 211
and then passed it Monday.
The measure now rests with
the House.

However, House Speaker
Greg Stumbo (D-Prestons-

burg) said the Senate plan is
too complicated and that law-
makers from the House and
Senate probably will have to
negotiate their differences on
the legislation.

The Democratic-led House
has already approved a sepa-
rate bill, House Bill 410, that
would give school districts the
power to eliminate up to 10
days of school because of bad
weather without justifying the
decision to the Kentucky De-
partment of Education.

“The simpler the better,
and the sooner we get an-
swers to the districts the bet-
ter," Stumbo told The
(Lexington) Herald Leader of
proposed legislation dealing
with snow days. "I would
rather give the superintend-
ents the option. They know
better than anybody else
what they are facing locally."

The Senate takes a dim
view of the House bill because
it does not require school dis-
tricts to plan on how to par-
tially compensate for lost
snow days by using sched-
uled makeup days, Republi-
can senators said.

Though no agreement had
been reached at press time
Tuesday, House and Senate

leaders hope to work out an
agreement on snow-day relief
legislation as quickly as pos-
sible to allow school districts
to reset their academic calen-
dars. The governor would
have to sign any legislation
before it becomes law.

There is also proposed leg-
islation that would allow
schools to be in session on
primary election day, May 20,
which is currently prohibited.

Crittenden County Board
of Education meets at 6 p.m.
Tuesday at Rocket Arena,
where the calendar is sure to
be discussed. Because of the
uncertainty of state legisla-
tion, it is unclear how the
board may address altering
the current calendar.

However. Dr. Yarbrough
said any proposed calendars
for Crittenden County do not
change days off for spring
break or Memorial Day. She
said the goal is to be out of
school by the end of May
without compromising
needed instructional days. 

(The Associated Press and
The (Lexington) Herald Leader
contributed to this story.)

Don’t bet on casinos
Seconds after roughly 35

legislators rallied Monday to
break the legislative stale-
mate over expanded gam-
bling, Stumbo said the effort
still appears doomed. 

The issue remains at a
standstill because leaders of

the House and Republican-
controlled Senate each insist
that the other needs to act be-
fore their chamber will take it
up. And with no more than
10 days left in the session,
time is short.

— The Courier Journal

House passes budget
Democrats in control of

the Kentucky House passed a
$20 billion budget plan last
Thursday evening over Re-
publican objections, closely
following the governor's rec-
ommendations in putting
forth their spending priorities
for the next two years.

Issues wrangled over dur-
ing the heated three-hour-
plus debate could extend into
the fall campaign, when the
GOP makes a push to win
control of the House.

Republicans argued that
the plan spends too much
and saddles the state with
heavier bond payments to fi-
nance a multitude of new
projects. 

Next up, the Republican-
led state Senate will put its
imprint on the two-year
budget plan. The spending
plan ultimately will wind up
in a House-Senate conference
committee, which will try to
iron out differences in the
waning days of the 60-day
General Assembly session,
which ends in mid-April. 

— The Associated Press
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Bring your
old wreath

for a 
$10 credit
toward 

a NEW one
or for 

sprucing up
the old.

202 South Main St., Marion, Kentucky
270-965-2056

Hours: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. , Mon., Tue., Thur., Fri. • 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. Wed. & Sat.

SAY 
WELCOME SPRING 
ON YOUR FRONT
DOOR WITH A 
NEW WREATH

Offer good thru April 5

Flowers Everywhere!
Silks & Fresh

Gardening Accessories & Decorations
Door Mats • Spring Flags • Terrariums

Come In 
Now For Our 
Wreath 

Exchange!

ELECT
ROBBIE KIRK

CRITTENDEN COUNTY JAILER

Experienced
Dedicated Public Servant
Proven Community Leader

��
�
�

ON MAY 20TH LET’S ELECT ROBBIE KIRK
Paid for by Kirk for jailer campaign, Debbie West, Treasurer

STAFF REPORT

A much-anticipated book
signing cancelled in December
because of a winter storm has
been rescheduled for next
week.

Noted local author, re-
searcher and historian Tom C.
McKenney will be in Marion
later this month for a book
signing and presentation of re-
lated artifacts. He will also be
accompanied by one of his co-
authors of a
compilation
of stories on
World War II
snipers.

McKenney
of Marion and
John B.
Tonkin of
Ohio will be
at Crittenden
County Pub-
lic Library from 10 a.m. to
noon March 29 for the public
event. They will be discussing
and signing the book “The
Sniper Anthology: Snipers of
the Second World War.” Each
man contributed chapters to
the compilation of stories from
10 authors. The book was
published in 2012.

“The remarkable stories of
10 combat snipers of the Sec-
ond World War, with details
never before disclosed, are told
by military men aptly skilled to
do so,” the inside jacket of the
book reads. “Their stories offer
fascinating details, and
wartime accounts provide a
rare glimpse into the world of
the sniper.”

Crittenden County Public
Library Director Regina Mer-
rick is looking forward to the
event.

“I’m excited about their
program,” she said.

The third chapter of the
book is written by McKenney,
a retired U.S. Marine Corps
lieutenant colonel who served
as an infantry officer, para-
chutist and special operations
officer serving in both Korea

and Vietnam.
He is a grad-
uate of the
University of
K e n t u c k y
and Univer-
sity of North
Carolina at
Chapel Hill.

The sub-
ject of his
portion of the

book is the late Bert Kemp, a
U.S. Army sniper from west
Tennessee who was so effec-
tive that Nazi Gen. Erwin
Rommel ordered his killing.
The German effort failed, how-
ever, and Kemp returned
home to live out the rest of his
days in Henry County, Tenn. 

McKenney, a missionary as
well as an author, has ap-
peared on numerous talk
shows and news programs,
contributed articles to multi-
ple magazines and authored
several books, including “Jack
Hinson’s One-Man War,” the
account of a Civil War sniper
from Tennessee.

Tonkin is also a former Ma-
rine and was stationed with

McKenney in Tennessee. Upon
leaving the Marine Corps in
1958, Tonkin began a career
in industrial relations man-
agement that spanned almost
40 years with three different
corporations. 

Tonkin traveled to the
South Pacific  and spent three
days on Tarawa and a week on
the island of Guadalcanal,
where he visited the scenes of
his contribution to “Sniper An-
thology.”

“Mr. Tonkin has visited all
the sites in the book, and will
have a (PowerPoint) presenta-
tion of pictures and stories
from his travels,” Merrick said.

The book signing is free to
attend and copies of “Sniper
Anthology” will be available for
purchase. Also, McKenney
and Tonkin will discuss arti-
facts they have brought re-
lated to the trade of snipers.

‘Sniper’ book signing 
features local author

McKenney Tonkin

County’s jobless
rate at 8.0 percent
Below are the jobless rates for select

counties listed from the state’s lowest
in January 2014 to the highest, with
rates for Crittenden and surrounding
counties listed between. 

JAN. DEC. JAN.
AREA 2014 2013 2013

Kentucky............8.3........7.4........9.2
Pennyrile............8.7........7.8......10.1
COUNTIES
Fayette (1)..........6.3........5.7........6.9
Union .................7.0........6.0........7.6
Caldwell.............7.1........6.1........8.2
Webster .............7.2........6.5........8.3
Crittenden..........8.0........6.7........9.0
Lyon...................8.7........7.2......10.6
Livingston ........10.1........8.1......10.6
Jackson (120)..18.5 .....14.1......16.4

STAFF REPORT

Kentucky’s annual unem-
ployment rate remained un-
changed at 8.3 percent from
2012 to 2013, according to
the Office of Employment and
Training (OET), an agency of
the Kentucky Education and
Workforce Development Cab-
inet. Gains in the manufac-
turing sector, which included
many jobs added in Critten-
den County, helped offset
losses in other sectors of em-
ployment.

The U.S. annual unem-
ployment rate fell to 7.4 per-
cent in 2013 from 8.1 percent
in 2012. 

Kentucky had the eighth
highest annual unemploy-
ment rate among all states
and the District of Columbia
in 2013. Kentucky was one of
20 states, including the Dis-
trict of Columbia, with annual
unemployment rates above

the U.S. annual rate in 2013.
Four neighboring states, Vir-
ginia, West Virginia, Missouri
and Ohio, had unemployment
rates lower than the national
average. The other three, Indi-
ana, Tennessee and Illinois,
had unemployment rates
higher than the U.S. average.

Annual unemployment
rates declined in all states
with the exception of Illinois,
Massachusetts and Okla-
homa. North Dakota posted
the lowest 2013 annual job-
less rate in the country at 3
percent while Nevada had the
highest annual rate at 9.8
percent.

According to the annual
employment data, Kentucky’s
manufacturing sector ex-
panded by 5,100 jobs or 2.3
percent in 2013 for a total of
228,600 positions. In the last
10 years, the manufacturing
base has eroded by about 14

percent with the loss of
36,900 jobs.

“Kentucky’s manufactur-
ing employment peaked in
2000 and declined steadily for
10 consecutive years.  But for
the last three years, the state’s
manufacturing base has ex-
panded, especially in the
durable goods sector with the
resurgence of the auto indus-
try,” said economist Manoj
Shanker of the OET.  “It’s a
combination of domestic de-
mand and export of finished
products.”

Marion manufacturers Par
4 Plastics, Tyler Manufactur-
ing Co. and Harminie Enter-
prises, all of whom are makers
of automotive-related materi-
als, benefited from the auto
industry's recovery.

Siemens in Marion also
saw an expansion of several
dozen manufacturing jobs
during 2013.

State’s annual jobless rate 8th highest

STAFF REPORT

Jobless rates fell in 109
Kentucky counties, including
Crittenden and Livingston
counties, between January
2013 and January 2014, ac-
cording to the Kentucky Office
of Employment and Training,
an agency of the Kentucky
Education and Workforce De-
velopment Cabinet. 

Crittenden County's unem-
ployment rate dropped a full
point from 9 percent in Janu-
ary 2013 to 8 percent in the
first month of this year; how-
ever, the rate for January
2014 was 1.3 points higher
than December 2013, largely

due to seasonal employment
trends. 

In fact, in only two of the
state's 120 counties was the
December 2013 jobless rate
higher than in January 2014.

In Livingston County in
January 2014, the unemploy-
ment rate was 10.1 percent,
down from 10.6 percent the
previous January and up 2
points from December 2013.

For January 2014, Fayette
County recorded the lowest
jobless rate in the Common-
wealth at 6.3 percent. Jack-
son County recorded the
state’s highest unemployment
rate — 18.5 percent. 

County jobless rate falls

PHOTO BY DARYL K. TABOR, THE PRESS

Dems host meet-and-greet
Crittenden County’s Democratic Party hosted a meet-and-greet March 11 to allow the community
an opportunity to get familiar with the party’s candidates for the May 20 primary in Crittenden County.
Each candidate present took a few moments to express their platform for the election. Pictured
above are two of the party’s three candidates for county jailer, Daniel Kemper (left) speaking with
Ken Crider and Byron Jasis (center) speaking with County Attorney Rebecca Johnson. Rick Mills,
the other Democratic candidate for jailer, was not present at the meeting.
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Things heated up in
Frankfort this past week as
the budget and how to pay
for it finally made it to the
floor of the House (about
eight weeks after the gover-
nor proposed his budget) for
debate…and there was
much debate! Passing a
budget is the one thing that
the General Assembly is re-
quired to do, and I am
happy that we were finally
able to begin the biennial
budget process, but un-
happy about the way the
process was handled.

Unfortunately, most
members of the House did
not have time to fully digest
what came to the floor be-
fore we had to vote. The pro-
posed budget was voted out
of the Appropriations and
Revenue Committee one day
and was placed in the or-
ders of the day to be voted
on the next.  I do not believe
that one day is enough time
to study a $20 billion
budget before voting on it,
but that is what we were re-
quired to do.

On top of that, Washing-
ton-style partisan politics
came into play. Using par-
liamentary procedures, the
majority party only allowed
one amendment to have a
vote – and that was an
amendment from the spon-
sor of the bill, the chairman
of the House Appropriations
and Revenue Committee,
himself.

The proposed budget au-
thorizes nearly $2 billion in
new debt. This takes the
amount of debt compared to
the amount of revenue, to
more than 7 percent, bring-
ing us to one of the highest
debt levels in the history of
the Commonwealth.

The proposal requires a 2
percent salary increase for
teachers and gives some,
but not all school districts,
the money to pay for the
mandated raises. Critten-
den, Livingston, Caldwell
and Christian County school

districts all look to receive
less money from the addi-
tional SEEK funds the pro-
posal authorizes than the
school districts will have to
spend for the mandated
raises.  

The budget proposal au-
thorizes $65 million for
Rupp Arena, but doesn’t
provide a penny for a reten-
tion bonus for correctional
officers that they have been
promised but have never re-
ceived. 

The floor for the gas tax
(the lowest it can go) has
been raised, meaning gas
taxes will rise on July 1.
Funds derived from “histori-
cal” racing (previously run
horse races presented on
electronic gambling ma-
chines) are included in the
budget to help pay for ex-
penditures in the approxi-
mately $10 billion annual
budget, but the question of
whether or not gambling on
“historical” racing is legal
has yet to be determined. In
fact, this issue is still tied
up in court.

There is language in the
bill calling out special treat-
ment for baseball and soft-
ball field lighting for the
Fairdale High and Commu-
nity Recreational Facility, a
tourism grant for the Plaza
Theater in Glasgow and
court-appointed special ad-
vocates in Hardin County.
At the same time, the pro-
posed budget includes well
more than 100 provisions
for the expenditure of funds
that are contrary to existing
law.

The budget proposal au-
thorizes capital projects for

the Kentucky Community
and Technical College Sys-
tem, but it puts the burden
of paying for these projects
on the backs of students by
raising their tuition. The ad-
ditional cost is spread
among all the system’s stu-
dents even though some
schools would be receiving
money for new facilities
while others would only re-
ceive money for feasibility
studies. This is not right.

The budget proposal in-
cludes funds for kynect,
Kentucky’s implementation
of the Affordable Care Act –
or Obamacare as it is more
widely known – and yet the
General Assembly never
voted to implement the pro-
gram.  

There are other provi-
sions in the proposed
budget that I support, such
as fully funding the required
contribution to the state em-
ployees pension fund and
raises for state employees
who haven’t had raises in
six years. However, the long
term financial implications
of this tax-and-spend
budget are so bad that I
cannot support it. We can-
not put the general opera-
tion of our government on a
credit card and rising taxes.

The House budget and
revenue proposal passed
and has moved on to the
Senate for its consideration.
I voted no.

House Bill 311, a bill re-
quiring immunization for
both elementary school girls
and boys against the human
papillomavirus was brought
to the floor for a vote. The
bill, as proposed, would not
have required schools to
provide information but
would have required parents
to consciously say no or “opt
out” of the requirement if
they did not want their
young children to receive a
vaccination for this sexually
transmitted virus.

HB 311, as proposed,
was an odious piece of gov-

ernment overreach. There-
fore, I offered an amend-
ment to change it. My
amendment required
schools to provide educa-
tional information to par-
ents, but instead of
requiring parents to “opt
out” if they didn’t want their
young children to get the
vaccination, it allowed them
to say yes or “opt in” if they
chose to do so. My amend-
ment put the parents in
charge, not the government.
I am pleased to report that
after lengthy debate, my
amendment passed.

A move to bring Senate
Bill 8, a bill to require an ul-
trasound prior to an abor-
tion, to the full House failed.
The vote to force considera-
tion of the bill had 43 yes
votes and eight no votes.
Unfortunately, 51 yes votes
were required to bring the
bill to the floor. Although

there were only a few mem-
bers not present when the
vote was taken, there were
49 house members who did
not cast a vote. I voted yes
because this is an issue that
demands to be heard. I am
astounded by the failure of
so many representatives to
take a stand. It is extremely
disappointing that so many
members will not stand up
to their political leaders.

HB 410, the bill requiring
the commissioner of educa-
tion to approve a request
from a local board of educa-
tion to waive a maximum of
10 instructional days
missed this school year,
passed. As I said last week, I
am concerned about lessen-
ing the number of instruc-
tional days of our students,
but with the overwhelming
support for this bill in our
legislative district, I voted
yes. As I noted last week,

this is an issue that even
had students calling me!

As always, thank you for
reading my updates and
thank you for contacting me
with your concerns and
thoughtful suggestions. It is
a privilege to represent you
in the Kentucky House of
Representatives and your
input helps me make deci-
sions that best represent the
views of the 4th District.  

I can be contacted by the
information found on this
page. I am also on Face-
book, and you can follow my
periodic posts if you “Like”
my Lynn Bechler, Kentucky
State Representative page.

(Rep. Bechler is a first-
term Republican representa-
tive from Marion. He
represents House District 4,
which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell
and a portion of Christian
County.)
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Flawed spending plan leads to ‘no’ vote

There are many moments
in the legislative process
when planning gives way to
action.

We arrived at a big one in
the Senate last week as the
state budget proposal
landed in our chamber.

Now that the House has
approved its preferred ver-
sion of the budget bill and
sent it to us, it is our turn
to go through the $20.3 bil-
lion spending plan line by
line and start considering
the changes we feel are nec-
essary to ensure the final
version of the plan best re-
flects our priorities and val-
ues.

With only a couple weeks
before the General Assem-
bly’s veto recess is sched-
uled to begin, our work on
the budget will be intense in
the days to come. At the
same time, hundreds of
other bills will continue
moving through the legisla-
tive process and must be
studied and acted on.

Among the bills approved
by the Senate this week was
a measure, passed unani-

mously, that would allow
research and limited med-
ical use of cannabis oil.
Senate Bill 124 would allow
doctors at the state’s two
university research hospi-
tals to prescribe cannabis
oil to patients. The bill also
would allow the University
of Kentucky and University
of Louisville medical schools
to conduct studies of the oil.

Supporters of the meas-
ure say the oil is an effective
treatment for certain med-
ical conditions, including
pediatric epilepsy. SB 124
has been sent to the House
for further action.

The Senate also gave ap-
proval this week to SB 108,
which would prevent those
convicted of rape from

claiming parental rights to
children born as a result of
the assaults. The bill, which
has been sent to the House
for consideration, would re-
quire child support to be or-
dered in those cases unless
waived by the mother.

A bill that would open
more juvenile court pro-
ceedings was also among
the measures approved by
the Senate and sent to the
House this week. SB 157
calls for a pilot program to
encourage transparency in
some juvenile court pro-
ceedings by opening them
to the public. Those viewing
the proceedings would not
be allowed to identify to oth-
ers the identity of children
involved in court cases.

Members of the Senate
also gave approval to a reso-
lution that would direct the
staff of the Legislative Re-
search Commission to study
family caregiving and long-
term services. With a grow-
ing aging population, the
demand for services that
allow seniors to receive as-
sistance in their homes and

communities will continue
to increase. Senate Concur-
rent Resolution 102 is in-
tended to provide
policymakers with better in-
formation about the pro-
grams available and ideas
about innovative and cre-
ative ways that the state
can support those who pro-
vide in-home assistance to
older adults.

A measure that would
allow more poisonous weeds
and invasive plants to be
targeted for eradication
from state rights-of-way
passed the Senate last
Thursday. Supporters of SB
170 note that some plants
that no longer pose a major
threat are on the list for
eradication while noxious
plants that cause bigger
problems are not on the list.
In addition to targeting
plants like kudzu and poi-
son hemlock for removal
from roadsides and other
areas, the legislation also
would give the Department
of Highways the authority to
regularly review and make
changes to its list of un-

wanted plants.
Several other good bills

are making their way
through the process. Some
of those that passed out of
committee lst week in-
cluded:

- SB 176 that would

allow a relative caregiver to
access key services for the
children in their care when
legal custody or guardian-
ship is not feasible.

- SB 192 that would
make school special law en-
forcement officers eligible
for Homeland Security
grants for body armor and
other equipment from the
sale of confiscated firearms.  

These bills now move to
the full Senate for consider-
ation.  

With time growing short
in the 2014 legislative ses-
sion, even more bills are
likely to take steps closer to
becoming law in the days to
come. Citizens can look at
the bills we are voting on
and track legislation by vis-
iting the Kentucky Legisla-
ture Home Page at
www.lrc.ky.gov. 

(Sen. Ridley, a Henderson
Democrat, has served in the
Kentucky Senate since 2004
representing Senate District
4, which is comprised of
Crittenden, Livingston, Cald-
well, Webster, Union and
Henderson counties.)
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Staying in touch
Rep. Lynn Bechler (R-Marion)
702 Capital Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
502.564.8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Sen. Dorsey Ridley (D-Henderson)
702 Capital Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
502.564.8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Kentucky Legislature’s website
www.lrc.ky.gov

Legislative Message Line
(800) 372-7181

Bill Status Line
(866) 840-2835

Calendar (Meetings) Line
(800) 633-9650

TTY Message Line
(800) 896-0305

Senate now has task of tweaking budget bill
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Rep. Richard Heath (R-Mayfield) speaks with Rep. Lynn Bechler (R-Marion) during a recess recently
in the Kentucky House of Representatives during the 2014 session of the General Assembly.
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School activities an important part of rural life
School activities of yes-

teryear were a much-antic-
ipated event. The little
country schools were the
center of the communities.
Teachers and parents
worked together to make
these events a special
time, not just for the stu-
dents but also for their
family, friends and neigh-
bors of the surrounding
area. The school fairs
seemed to be a fun-filled
day for everyone and the
competition of games,
whether mental or physi-
cal, was on the top of the
list.

***
School news in 1914

News from county schools    
Miss Lola Claghorn is

doing good work at Forest
Grove this year. The atten-
dance has been fine and
her success has, in a very
great measure, been
shown by the way her peo-
ple have taken an interest
in the fairs, contests, etc.

Miss Dewdrop Graves
represented Forest Grove
in the declamatory contest
giving her selection in a
way that was a very great
credit to herself and to her
teacher. Miss Graves won
the blue ribbon in story-
telling at the Hurricane
Fair.

Miss Claghorn has had
several spellings and they
have all been well at-
tended. One evening last
week, her pupils gave a
Thanksgiving program
consisting of recitations,
songs and dialogues to the
patrons of the school.

On Nov. 14, Mr. Dennis
D. Clark at Colon gave a
box supper at which he
made about $7 for school
purposes.

Some weeks ago, the
school at Tolu, assisted by
Miss Lena Holtsclaw of
Marion, gave the play "The
Dust of the Earth" at the
Presbyterian church. The
proceeds, which amounted
to over $25 will go for
school improvement.

Miss Kate Wright of
Tolu received the silver
medal in the contest at
Deer Creek.

The school at Irma gave
a box supper Nov. 11 and
cleared a nice little sum,
which was invested in a
new table for the school.

The Literary Society of
Oak Hall meets twice a
month on Friday nights.
The teacher, Mr.  George
Conditt, believes in mak-
ing the school the commu-
nity center, and his work
is bringing results. Little
Miss Belt represented Oak
Hall in the contest, and all
of Division 2 should be
proud of her. Mr. Conditt
gave a pie supper in Octo-
ber for the benefit of his li-
brary.

The folks of Hebron still
spell the name of their
school in capital letters.
Their attendance this year
has been the largest of any
school in the division and
perhaps in the county.

At the fair at Hurricane
Oct. 3, the school won 12
points, the largest number
won by any school.

Miss Ena Clark, who
represented Hebron in the
declamatory contest at
Deer Creek Nov. 7 was
awarded the gold medal.
Miss Clark's selection was
"The Queen's Robe," writ-
ten by Opie Read.

The school had its
fourth traveling library
this year. They have added
16 new volumes to the li-
brary, among them being
Lansing's “History of the

Civil War” with all the
Brady war photographs, a
1,700-page Webster's
unabridged dictionary and
Harold Bell Wrights new
book, "The Eyes of the
World."

Rev. Royster, the new
pastor at Hebron, pre-
sented the school with sev-
eral good books for the
library.

The annual Hebron
School Entertainment was
given in connection with a
box supper Nov. 21. The
house was crowded until
there was not even room
for one more. A pretty fea-
ture of the box supper was
the candy booth decorated
in green and yellow. The
candy was furnished by
Mesdames H.E. Wathen,
E.J. Franklin, M.T. Slizer
and Misses Miles Bracey
and Ruth Cook.

A new basketball outfit
was put up in September
and daily basketball games
make school all the more
interesting.

The primary pupils
made an order amounting
to over $20 the first of No-
vember, adding their might
and their good will to the
school improvement fund.

Miss Mildred Rankin at
Fords Ferry gave a box
supper a few weeks ago,
clearing about $7.  Her
pupils gave an interesting
program of songs, recita-
tions and plays the same
evening.

***
October 1916

School fair at Crayne 
Saturday a success

There were many pres-
ent to enjoy the kind hos-
pitality of the good people
of Crayne and to help
make the day pleasant and
profitable.  

Crayne won first place;
Chapel Hill, second. Other
schools made good show-
ings. The day was ideal;
the roads were fine. Long
before the time which had
been set for the beginning
of the program, people
from the school in that
part of the county were
gathering to show their in-
terest in and their appreci-
ation of the splendid work
which is being done by the
school in that division.

The first part of the
morning was given to the
selection of the judges for
the days, and then after
that task was finished, the
remainder of the morning
was given to the contest in
arithmetic and reading.

At 12 o'clock, a sumptu-
ous dinner was served.
The good people of Crayne
showed their appreciation
to the many people who
had come to spend the day

in their little town.
The people of the sur-

rounding county showed
themselves equal to occa-
sion, and with true Ken-
tucky hospitality, did
everything in their power
to make the day a success
and their guests for the
day feel that it was good to
be there.

Immediately after din-
ner, the drawing contests
were held in the school-
house, and the contests in
storytelling and spelling
were finished in the
church. The spelling con-
test was one of the most
interesting features of the
work.

The first prize was won
by Dycusburg; and the
second by Chapel Hill. 

The exhibits were splen-
did. The work was good
and well displayed. Most of
the schools had booths
and the work on display
was a credit to the schools
of the county.

Most of the schools had

splendid exhibits in man-
ual training, domestic sci-
ence and agriculture. The
first prize on General Ex-
hibit was awarded to
Crayne and the second
prize to Chapel Hill.

Athletics are always an
interesting feature of the
school fair program. All
the first prizes in athletics
went to Frances, with
Chapel Hill getting two
seconds and Jackson get-
ting one. The schools rep-
resented and the number
of ribbons won by each fol-
lows: Crayne, 18; Chapel,
9; Frances, 7; Dycusburg,
7; Union, 5; White Hall, 3;
Owen, 3; Jackson, 2; and
Sisco, 1.

***
November 1922

School fair at Forest Grove
The weatherman pro-

vided us an excellent day
for our program. There
was a large number pres-
ent and everybody had a
real nice day.  

Besides the community

and school program, we
wish to thank Miss Ethel
Hard and Dr. Frazer for
the excellent addresses
they gave.

Owing to lack of time,
very little of the commu-
nity products were judged,
but we appreciate the in-
terest shown and are sorry
we had to neglect this
part.

There were six schools
present: Oak Hall, Brown,
Hebron, Glendale, Colon
and Forest Grove. Follow-
ing are the names of the
winners: Spelling, Bonnie
Lindsey of Glendale and
Mary Hoover of  Forest
Grove; Best Built Bird-
house: Hayden Winders of
Colon; Best-Made Gar-
ment: Alba Arflack of He-
bron and Elva Belt of
Colon; Best-Told Story:
Rosalie Stout of Brown
and Jamie Fox of Hebron;
Best March and Salute to
Old Glory by Whole
School: Forest Grove and
Colon; Potato Race: Jessie

Hodge of Forest Grove and
Joseph O'Brien of Glen-
dale; Boys 50-yard Dash:
Mile Hodge of Forest Grove
and John Claghorn of Oak
Hall; Girls 50-yard Dash:
Eva Belt of Hebron and
Toby Clark of Forest
Grove; Boys 100-yard
Dash: Verg Cook of Hebron
and Stanley Herrin of Oak
Hall: Girls 75-yard Dash:
Bertie Hoover of Forest
Grove and Elva Belt of
Colon.

The schools made the
following number of
points: Oak Hall, 6; Colon,
17; Glendale, 18; Brown,
21; Hebron, 23; Forest
Grove, 40.

(Brenda Underdown is
Crittenden County's histo-
rian and serves on the
board of the historical and
genealogical societies in
the county. She is also ac-
tive in maintaining Critten-
den County Historical
Museum.)
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SUBMITTED PHOTOS

The Crayne school fair
mentioned in this week’s
column would have been
held at the first Crayne
school (above) which was
located across the road
from the Crayne Commu-
nity Church. This building
was used until 1925 when a
new school was built on
U.S. 641. The old Chapel
Hill schoolhouse (at right)
was located next to the
Chapel Hill Church and
Cemetery. Neither struc-
tures are located there
today, only an empty space.
But many good times were
held at the old school and
church.

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday March 22nd • 9 A.M.

Murphy’s Do It Center
Harrisburg, IL

Location: Murphy’s is located on Hwy. 45 N or North Commercial Street
across from TSC & Ponderosa.

We will be selling the remaining inventory from inside and outside of the
store.  There is a lot of inventory left. Lumber: bundles of various lengths
of 2x4, 2x6, 2x8, 2x10, 2x12 and 1x4, 1x6, 1x8, 1x12 standard and treated •
5/4 x 6 treated deck boards • 4x4, 4x6, 6x6, treated posts •  some car siding •
4x8 plywood, OSB, paneling, lattice, landscape timbers • dog ear fence • roof
coating • roof cement • felt paper • house wrap • galvanize metal in 14’ & 16’
lengths • lots of metal and vinyl siding, soffits, j channel, and acc. • lots of in-
terior & exterior doors • patio & French doors • Larson storm doors • screen
doors • concrete wire • 4” & 6” black solid and perforated pipe • Plexiglass •
screen • wood trim & casing • 4 pallets of Levolor blinds • sinks • vanities •
Craftsman in the following: air compressors, nail guns, staple guns, air tools,
tool chests, drill press, sanders, saws, sockets, wrenches, screw drivers,
routers, and lots of small hand tools • Husqvarna saws, leaf blowers • Bostitch
nail & staple guns • ceiling tile • Yale 7000 panic bar door hdw. 
Truck, New Mowers, fixtures & related: 2000  GMC C6500 truck, gas en-
gine, automatic transmission, 24’ steel dump bed, 112.000 miles • Shingleva-
tor 24’ roofing elevator • 2-McCulluch 42” riding mowers • 1-Husgvarna mod.
22V42LS riding mower • McCulluch 36” riding mower • 60’ of 7’ and 24’ of
8’ Lozier 2-sided shelving • 18 Childs 3’ end cap shelves • lots of misc. shelv-
ing • dump bins • paper holders • 3 paint shakers • paint mixer • key machine
• racks • 8 sections of heavy duty ridge rack shelving • extra racking • and
lots of items too numerous to mention.  This is new inventory, and lots of it.
Auctioneers note: The store has just closed and we will sell everything that
is left.  Plan on attending; bring a friend and your trucks.   Fork lift will be
available for loading and delivery will be possible for a charge.  Removal time
will be after the auction and Sunday through Wednesday 8-5pm. 
Order of Sale: We will start inside at 9am. on tools, fixtures, smalls and
misc.  12 Noon, Truck, mowers, outside in the yard on lumber, doors, and re-
lated. We will run two rings  until it’s all gone.  Photos on our web site,
www.wilsonauction.com 
TERMS: cash or good check with proper I. D.  Any unknown buyers writing
personal or company checks not accompanied with a bank letter of credit will
be subject to finger printing.  All sales are final. 8% Illinois sales tax charged
on inventory unless proof of sales tax number is presented. NO Buyers Pre-
mium.

List subject to change

Wilson Auction Company
Dennis Wilson Auctioneer
Harrisburg, IL 618-252-1185

IL. License # 44.0000.30 • KY. Lic. # NP6043
www.wilsonauction.com
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Just who are the people
labeled the TEA (Taxed
Enough Already) Party
that the America-haters –
who are up front about
turning America into a
communist nation – and
the wolves in sheep’s
clothing helping them be-
hind the scenes want to
crush?

There are politicians in
Washington in both par-
ties who are in this group.
Who was the senator who
claims to be a conserva-
tive I watched just re-
cently say when talking
about the TEA Party, “We
will crush them every-
where”? Not only was he
talking just about his op-
ponent, but everywhere,
like we are a bunch of
ants under foot? He fights
Obama in public and
votes for him in session
and behind the scenes as
do some others. 

The name TEA Party
was coined when millions
of regular, hard-working
Americans like me rose up
and made their voices
heard. We are tired of the
so-called elite in Washing-
ton stealing from us to
support all our foreign en-
emies. We are tired of
them giving to those
among us who won’t work
so they will give them
their votes to keep them in
power all their lives.

St. Paul tells us in 2
Thessalonians 3:10-12,
“For even when we were
with you, this we com-
manded you, that if any
would not work, neither
should he eat.  For we
hear that there are some
which walk among you
disorderly, working not at
all, but are busybodies...
we exhort this by our Lord
Jesus Christ.”  

Most of those who
would read this are those
who have made their liv-
ing by the sweat of their
brow, just as I and most
Americans who have the
Bible work ethic that God
taught from the beginning
and Jesus and Paul rever-
berated. 

So we are to tell these
truths until people listen,
because our very freedoms
are being taken from us
every day by the govern-
ment-supported homosex-
uals and the communists
in our government ruling

over us.
Satan has followed after

every good thing God
made for the human race,
to sully and finally destroy
it for our misery so we will
give up on God and end
up in hell with him so he
can laugh at us through-
out eternity.

Millions will end up
with him in hell, but nei-
ther he nor they will be
laughing as the Word tells
us in Revelation 20:10,
“And the devil that de-
ceived them was cast into
the lake of fire and brim-
stone, ...and shall be tor-
mented day and night for
ever and ever.” 

The Bible is also very
explicit in Ephesians 5:11
that we are to “have no
fellowship with the un-
fruitful works of darkness,
but rather reprove them.”  

Not only do we fellow-
ship with them, we’ve
crawled right into bed
with them. They are deter-
mined to call all the shots
to control the world, and
Americans were the ones
Satan led into this evil
contract. One of them
even donated the land for
the Tower of Babel to be
built on – our arch de-
ceiver, John D. Rockefeller
Jr. The American way of
life allowed him and his
fellow billionaires to even
have this land to donate
so he could be one of the
hopeful rulers. He was one
of the architects of the
One World Government,
hiding it with some phi-
lanthropists acts. 

But he, too, passed into
the graves of all flesh and
is reaping his rewards as
all of us will.

This is all proof that
when we leave the Bible
instructions we invite our
own destruction. America,
a partner with all the anti-
God and anti-American
nations on earth in the
United Nations, is the
prime example of disobey-
ing those Biblical instruc-

tions. 
Now the UN says we

have to give up our guns.
We let them tell parents
how to raise their children
or have them be taken
from them. They tell
America how to run our
country even to our poor,
all to put us under the
New World Order so a few
who think they are so
much smarter than the
rest of us will control us.

The powers that be are
angry because the major-
ity of Americans are wak-
ing up to the Devil’s
devices and his emissaries
who are out to destroy
America because it has
been called a Christian
nation for centuries.

The uninformed say we
were never founded on the
Judeo-Christian principles
that have made America
the best nation on earth.
Our nation has come to
the rescue of free people
around the world in more
than two wars, and thou-
sands of our young men
are marked in those na-
tions by little white
crosses that the Devil and
his are demanding be torn
down, because the crosses
remind them of Christ.

Those who argue are
playing right into the
hands of Satan. Look at
any building. Tear down
the foundation and every
building falls.

America’s foundation of
the Bible has been sys-
tematically dismantled for
many years, and always
by Christ-haters and
wolves in sheep’s clothing.
We now have a secret gov-
ernment and their puppet
fundamentally destroying

America.
Satan entered into the

government school system
in mid-1800s and now the
NEA (National Education
Association) union has
succeeded in dumbing
down our youth while the
atheists have had the
Bible and prayer removed
from their ears, minds and
hearts. 

And what do we have?
Not only their they like-

minded graduates, but
they do not know our his-
tory and many cannot
read, write and calculate
above third grade level, so
they become wards of the
state. They become slaves
to their benefactors and
miserable, hating, drugged
criminals who Satan and
Obama’s heroes, Cloward-
Piven professors, are
banking on hitting the
streets with uncontrolled
riots, bringing on Marshal
Law and dictatorship. The
dumber we are, the easier
we are to control.

Ask yourselves why the
low polls do not bother
Obama at all? Why he
said he does not plan on
leaving Washington after
three years? Why in that
silly, so-called funny ad
with Zach Galifianakis did
Obama ask him, “What
would it be like if this
were the last President
that you ever talked to?”
and no one even caught
it?

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick of
Marion shares her views
regularly in this newspa-
per. Her opinions are her
own, and are not necessar-
ily those of the newspa-
per.)

Who is the Tea Party the left hates?

Church

notes
n New Union “Ditney”

General Baptist Church will
have a free spaghetti lunch
from 12:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Sunday. Donations will be
accepted for the Crittenden
County Relay for Life team.
Tumblers and T-shirts will
also be available for pur-
chase. 

n The 12-week Run for
God 5K Challenge will be
held weekly at 6:30 p.m., be-
ginning March 27 at Em-
manuel Baptist Church in

Marion. Walkers and runners
of all ages are welcome to
participate. The mission is to
prepare Christians to be bet-
ter witnesses for Christ phys-
ically, mentally and
spiritually. For more informa-
tion call Jacinda Reynolds at
(618) 309-3392.

n Due to winter weather,
Sturgis General Baptist
Church has rescheduled its
homecoming. It will be held
March 30. Speaking at 11
a.m., will be Rev. David Davis
from Smithland. Following a
noon meal, The Clarks from
Harrisburg, Ill. will sing at
1:30 p.m.

n Mexico Baptist
Church’s clothes closet is
open 9-11 a.m., each Mon-
day.

Notice Of Sale
The following tax bills for the year 2013, being unpaid, I will offer for sale on
the 3rd of April 2014 at 1:00 p.m. to the highest bidder, for cash.  The fol-
lowing delinquent tax claims upon which a real assessment appears (the
amount includes penalty, interest, and advertising cost), tax bill and are
subject to 10 percent per annum.

Melinda Gipson, City Treasurer
Tax Year Range 2013 To 2013
Calculated As Of 03/17/2014

Bill   Number Account Name                                   ..........................Unpaid Tax
2013 1 A & F RENTALS LLC ..........................................................$223.58
2013 11 ADAMSON KENNETH & MELISSA.....................................$59.62
2013 14 ADT LLC..................................................................................$3.76
2013 42 ASBRIDGE VICKI & JEFFERAY..........................................$74.53
2013 59 BARNES JUDY .....................................................................$11.62
2013 88 BELT DAVID ............................................................................$9.52
2013 126 BIOMERIEUX INC.................................................................$27.11
2013 144 BOYD JAMES A....................................................................$10.43
2013 146 BRADFORD CHARLES........................................................$16.39
2013 174 BUNGER CARLA & DON .....................................................$71.54
2013 196 CASH EXPRESS LLC ............................................................$2.40
2013 198 CASTILLER BRIDGET .........................................................$64.09
2013 212 CLARK DENISE......................................................................$2.99
2013 222 COACH'S CLEANERS LLC....................................................$4.22
2013 226 COFFIELD LOUISE ET AL .....................................................$2.99
2013 237 CONGER CARROLL W......................................................$202.70
2013 274 COZART ANGIE D................................................................$59.62
2013 315 CRUCE HERBERT EST .........................................................$3.59
2013 324 CURNEL RICKY....................................................................$47.70
2013 326 DAISY PATCH.......................................................................$10.28
2013 334 DAVENPORT SARAH ........................................................$223.58
2013 427 FARMER WILLIAM L & ELOISE.........................................$163.96
2013 500 GERHARDT CRAIG..............................................................$11.92
2013 502 GETZ SERRINA & SCOTT...................................................$26.83
2013 509 GILLAND MARY ROSE........................................................$59.62
2013 519 GONZALEZ RUBEN ALONSO ET AL................................$536.57
2013 561 HAMILTON PHOEBE LOU &................................................$81.97
2013 568 HARDESTY KENNETH JR...................................................$37.57
2013 578 HARRIS MICHAEL H & KATHY in Care of DAVID HOPPER.....$178.56
2013 584 HATFIELD VICTORIA HARDIN..........................................$141.59
2013 599 HAZZARD PATRICIA..........................................................$270.66
2013 600 HAZZARD PATRICIA & DWAYNE WILS..............................$29.81
2013 623 HERRIN JODY & JULIE .....................................................$185.86
2013 633 HILL CHARLES E & EVA M..................................................$14.91
2013 665 HOLLOWAY WENDELL........................................................$59.62
2013 679 HUNT CAROL & BERNIE...................................................$105.82
2013 698 HUNTER JOHN & MARILYN................................................$89.69
2013 699 HUNTER MARY F.................................................................$71.54
2013 703 HUTCHISON HEATH............................................................$55.08
2013 734 JOE DAVIS ENTERPRISES INC .........................................$17.89
2013 735 JOE DAVIS ENTERPRISES, INC ........................................$20.87
2013 762 JONES NORRIS & HELEN ..................................................$41.73
2013 779 KEEN GEORGE & CHARLOTTE.........................................$44.72
2013 783 KENTUCKY SURGICAL & WOUND SERV...........................$2.31
2013 807 KORZENBORN MICHAEL J...................................................$8.66
2013 819 LARUE JAMES D & SHARON ...........................................$245.93
2013 824 LENDMARK FINANCIAL SERVICES IN............................$146.07
2013 826 LESTER JEFF.........................................................................$8.94
2013 830 LINDER JACK & TAKEKO....................................................$74.53
2013 837 LOCKE KENNETH R JR.......................................................$71.54
2013 838 LOEWEN AMANDA &...........................................................$35.77
2013 857 MANESS MICHAEL OR STEPHANIE .................................$89.43
2013 860 MARION BASEBALL CLUB LLC..........................................$44.72
2013 877 MARKET DWAYNE E .............................................................$8.94
2013 884 MARTIN DENNIS & KAREN...............................................$166.93
2013 906 MCCLURE TROY EST..........................................................$11.92
2013 929 MEDIACOM SOUTHEAST LLC .........................................$149.05
2013 945 MILLS CLAUD & SUE...........................................................$17.13
2013 946 MILLS LENA SUE & CLAUDE................................................$0.89
2013 954 MOORE FRANK ...................................................................$87.94
2013 983 NELSON DONALD L & LINDA LEE ...................................$140.10
2013 995 NEW HAVEN ASSISTED LIVING.........................................$11.92
2013 1055 PERRY TAMMY R...............................................................$357.71
2013 1080 POINDEXTER NATALIE JO & THEO...................................$68.57
2013 1088 POSTON DAVID & KATRINA WHEELER............................$23.85
2013 1138 ROBINSON BETTY J..............................................................$2.99
2013 1167 SCARBROUGH DAVID ........................................................$59.62
2013 1168 SCARBROUGH DAVID ..........................................................$8.94
2013 1186 SHEWMAKER MARILYN........................................................$7.46
2013 1191 SHIELDS HAZEL OR..............................................................$5.36
2013 1197 SHUECRAFT JANET..............................................................$5.96
2013 1201 SILVA MARY..........................................................................$28.32
2013 1210 SISCO CHRISTOPHER L & TABITHA.................................$41.73
2013 1213 SITAR BEVERLY...................................................................$44.72
2013 1225 SMITH WILLIAM C................................................................$14.91
2013 1227 SMM INC..........................................................................$1,036.92
2013 1228 SMOCK MARVIN & REBA .................................................$105.82
2013 1240 STALION NANCY A ............................................................$149.05
2013 1271 STONE PAUL MONROE ....................................................$138.62
2013 1283 SWIFT PEARL ......................................................................$16.39
2013 1326 THURMOND GAYLENE .........................................................$2.99
2013 1357 TUCKER DAVID D ................................................................$89.43
2013 1360 TURMAN SHARILYN..........................................................$176.28
2013 1375 VANCLEVE KRISTI P .........................................................$160.97
2013 1377 VAUGHN CONNIE F.............................................................$19.38
2013 1388 WALKER ROCKY ...................................................................$8.94
2013 1390 WALLACE KEVIN W & JIMMIE M........................................$29.51
2013 1396 WATSON DONNY & MICHELLE..........................................$87.92
2013 1431 WICKER WILLIAM EDWARD & TERRY..............................$80.49
2013 1439 WILLIAMS DARREL W & TAMMY G......................................$5.96
2013 1492 YATES ANTHONY CLINTON ...............................................$89.43
2013 1497 YORK ROBERT ....................................................................$19.38



STAFF REPORT

The new director of the
senior citizens center in Mar-
ion got a warm welcome last
Friday before she even walked
through the doors for her first
day on the job.

Kim West, 39, has been
named by Pennyrile Allied
Community Services (PACS)
as the new director of Critten-
den County Senior Citizens

Center. West
is a lifelong
resident of
Cri t tenden
C o u n t y ,
where she
lives with her
h u s b a n d
Cameron and
their five chil-
dren.

“This feels
like the perfect fit,” West said
of her new job, taking a few
minutes last Friday away from
mingling with many visitors at
the center’s monthly evening
dinner and social. “I’ve been
praying for God to give me the
right job, and I know without
a doubt this is the right one.”

It has been more than a
decade since West has been in
the workforce, as she has
been a stay-at-home mom for
her children. But she’s not
been without a focus on a ca-
reer. In December, she com-
pleted two associates degrees
from the Kentucky Commu-
nity and Technical College
System. She plans to continue
her education, as well, bal-
ancing that with her job as a
mom and career as the new
center director.

West is also involved in the

Crittenden County Coalition
for a Drug-Free Community.

West, who officially began
her duties on Tuesday, re-
places Alicia McDowell, who
resigned last month.

“This is just the best envi-
ronment,” West said Friday
night as more than five dozen
visitors enjoyed a chili dinner,
live music, billiards, a Univer-
sity of Kentucky basketball
game and, of course, fellow-
ship.

Dinners like Friday’s, typi-

cally held on the second
Thursday of each month, help
raise money for the home-de-
livered meals program offered
by PACS through the senior
center. Besides the money
generated from the proceeds
of the dinner, Bowtanicals in
Marion made a donation for a
raffle.

West will guide the day-to-
day operations of the center
on North Walker Street. Each
weekday, the center offers a
warm lunch and free activities

for visitors. There are contests
of pool, bingo, cards and
board games, as well as many
other activities designed to
help seniors live healthy, pro-
ductive lives. West said she is
looking forward to every
minute with the visitors of the
center.

“This is the nicest environ-
ment; it’s so welcoming,” she
said. “I can go home at the
end of the day and feel like I’ve
made someone’s day a little
bit better.”
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OBITUARIES
Odom

Janie Lucille Hastings
Odom, 83, of Dycusburg died
March 12, 2014, at Baptist
Health Paducah. 

She was a member of Cald-
well Springs Baptist Church. 

Odom is survived by a son,
Jim Odom of Benton; three
daughters, Margaret Duncan
of Grand Rivers, Ann Peek of
Dycusburg and Susan Kinnis
of Dycusburg; four brothers;
two sisters; 12 grandchildren;
16 great-grandchildren; six
great-great grandchildren; and
several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, Arthur and Lu-
cille Coon Hastings; her hus-
band, Russell “Hoby” Odom;
and a sister.  

Graveside services were
Saturday at Caldwell Springs
Cemetery. Dunn’s Funeral
Home in Eddyville was in
charge of arrangements.

Obituary policy
Most obituaries in The

Crittenden Press are pub-
lished at no charge. However,
extended obituaries are avail-

able for a small fee. Please ask
your funeral director about
fee-based obituaries. There is
no charge for use of a photo. 

Planning for your funeral, 
the smart thing to do...
Many people are planning for their funeral 
in advance in a sincere effort to ease the stress 
loved ones will face at an emotional time. 

It takes only a little time and can be handled in the 
privacy of your home or at Gilbert Funeral Home.

Visit us online at gilbertfunerals.com 
for information on obituaries, funeral arrangements, pre-need arrangements,
and background information about the funeral home.

Gilbert Funeral Home
117 W. Bellville Street • Marion, KY 42064 • 965-3171 or 704-0293
gilbertfuneralhome@yahoo.com

Contact Brad Gilbert, Your Licensed Pre-Need Agent

In Loving Memory of

Lewis E. Doom Sr.
October 6, 1998

Ovella Gellespie Doom
March 26, 2008

Lewis E. Doom Jr.
April 24, 1997

Norman Newcom
March 25, 2013

Sonny West
September 5, 2013

In Loving Memory
We would like to express our gratitude to all

for the visits, cards, flowers, gifts, donations and
food. Thank you to the nurses, nurse aides and
staff at Crittenden Health Systems for the care
and compassion shown to us during Bruce’s brief
illness.

He will forever be sadly missed, but not for-
gotten in our hearts.

The family of Bruce Oliver

In Loving Memory of 

JAY RILEY
April 21, 1946 - March 19, 2010

I Thought of You with Love Today
I thought of you with love today, but that is nothing new.
I thought about you yesterday and days before that too.

I think of you in silence. I often speak your name.
All I have are memories and your picture in a frame.

Your memory is my keepsake with which I’ll never part.
God has you in His keeping, I have you in my heart.

Your loving wife, Reta Riley

The Broken Chain

We little knew that day, God was going to call your name. 
In life we loved you dearly, In death, we do the same.

It broke our hearts to lose you. You did not go alone. 
For part of us went with you, The day God called you
home.

You left us beautiful memories, Your love is still our guide. 
And though we cannot see you, You are always at our side.

Our family chain is broken, And nothing seems the same,
But as God calls us one by one,The chain will link again.

Sadly missed by wife, 
children, grandchildren & sister

In Loving Memory of
Norman Newcom

May 7, 1942 - March 25, 2013

New senior center director on job

PHOTO BY DARYL K. TABOR, THE PRESS

Kim West (standing), the new director at the Crittenden County Senior Citizens Center, visits last
Friday evening with Martha and Paul Ingram at a chili supper and social.

West

Kim Collyer’s 
Tax Service

535 Youth Camp Rd., Marion, KY 42064

270-965-2045
CALL FOR YOUR 
APPOINTMENT

REGISTERED 
TAX RETURN PREPARER.

14 Years Experience
The IRS does not endorse any particular indivual tax return preparer. 

For more information on tax return preparers go to IRS.gov

STAFF REPORT

Two Salem men were taken
to the hospital after spending
Saturday night stranded out-
doors in rural Crittenden
County. One of them had suf-
fered an accidental gunshot
wound.

Crittenden County Sheriff's
Deputy Ray Agent was called
to the scene early Sunday
morning where the two men
were found by rescue squad
personnel and ambulance
workers.

According to police reports,
Sammy Simmons, 54, of
Salem had walked to a nearby
home after daylight Sunday to
get help. His friend, Edwin
Barnes, 55, was unable to
walk out of the woods from
where their ATV had become
stuck in Deer Creek. Barnes is
partially handicapped.

The men had apparently
driven a Polaris Razor 4x4
ATV from near Lola to a spot
in Deer Creek near Barnett's
Chapel Church. When the rig
got stranded on the creek
bank, they tried to get it out,

and it's theorized that is when
the gun went off, striking Sim-
mons in the knee.

Deputy Agent said neither
man was aware Simmons had
been shot. They thought he'd
gotten injured trying to get the
ATV off the creek bank.

Simmons was taken to a
Paducah hospital while
Barnes was treated and re-
leased from Crittenden Health
Systems.

The deputy said Simmons
appeared to have also suffered
from a slight case of hypother-
mia.

Men taken to hospital after
exposure, gunshot  wound

STAFF REPORT

A Missouri man is being
held in Crittenden County after
a car stolen from Paducah
Tuesday morning was located
in rural Crittenden County later
that day.

Kentucky State Police have
charged John P. Hallows, 39,
of St. Louis with receiving
stolen property and other
charges stemming from a traf-
fic stop Tuesday in the north-
ern part of Crittenden County.

Just before 11 a.m. Tues-
day, KSP Post 2 in Madis-
onville received a call in
reference to a stolen 2004
GMC Envoy which had been
taken from Paducah earlier
that morning. The stolen vehi-
cle was believed to be in the

area of Ky. 91 North near the
Cave In Rock Ferry boat ramp
in Crittenden County. Trooper
First Class Darron Holliman re-
sponded to the area in an at-
tempt to locate the vehicle.

The trooper spotted the ve-
hicle on Ky. 91 and conducted
a traffic stop at the intersection
of Ky. 135 and Flannery Road.
Hallows was arrested shortly
after 11:30 a.m. and charged
with receiving stolen property
$10,000 or more, a Class C
felony; possession of mari-
juana and operating on a sus-
pended/revoked license, both
Class B misdemeanors; and
possession of drug parapher-
nalia, a Class A Misdemeanor.

He was lodged in Critten-
den County Detention Center.

St. Louis man charged
in car theft investigation
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Saluting Our Region’s
Hard-Working Farmers

NATIONAL AG DAY
FIELD SEED
FERTILIZER
CHEMICALS
FEED BLOCKS
FENCING
POSTS & GATES
AND MORE

Fredonia (270) 545-3332 • Toll Free 1-800-264-3332
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7a.m. - 5p.m. • Sat. 7a.m. - 3p.m.

Eddyville (270) 388-2910
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7a.m. - 5:30p.m. • Sat. 7a.m. - 4p.m.

Oils and Fluids
by 

Bulk, Case or Bucket

PROPANE • FULL-SERVICE CONVENIENCE STORE
825 S. Main St., Marion, KY

965-4922
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 6 a.m. - 10 p.m. 

Sun. 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Oils and Fluids
by 

Bulk, Case or Bucket
Coming Soon 

Recreational Gas
Easier On 

Lawn Equipment, 
Antique Cars 

and Boats

FREDONIA VALLEY BANK
“120 Year Tradition of Friendly Service”
602 Cassidy Ave. • 270-545-3301

Mon.-Thur. 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. • Fri. 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Sat. 8:30 a.m.-Noon • Drive-In Window Open Until 6 p.m. on Fri.

LYON COUNTY BRANCH
“Full Service Banking”

226 Commerce St. • 270-388-2265
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. • Sat. 8:30 a.m.-Noon 

Drive-In Window Open Until 6 p.m. on Fri.

www.fredoniavalleybank.com

Support Our 
Local Farmers...
They provide families with the

healthiest, safest food available for
our tables. Regulated by the FDA,
your local farmers spend much of
their precious time and resources
making sure our food meets Ameri-
can standards. 

Let us commit ourselves to show a
great appreciation to all of our farm-
ers who work hard bringing a bounty
of food to our tables each year. 

Old Fashion Service in A New Banking World

MARCH 25

Our Farmers, Our Friends
We recognize and 
appreciate the hard 
work our farmers put 
in each day.

426 South Main Street • Marion, KY 
270-965-3104
Ronnie Myers / Owner

MYERS
AUTO PARTS

National Ag Day, March 25 • AgDay.org
National Ag Week, March 23-30

MARION FEED MILL, INC.
PURINA PREMIER STORE
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POULTRY PRODUCTS 
FOR GAME BIRDS, BABY 
CHICKENS AND HENS!

Don� t Scratch Around for 

Chicken Supplies, We� re Not 

Pulleting Your Leg, We Have 

Egg-xactly What You Need!
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BUMPER
BUMPER
Auto Parts Specialists.

TO

Here to Help Your 
Farm & Fleet GROW!

Now Through May 31st...
YOUR LOCAL FFA CHAPTER EARNS
MONEY EVERY TIME YOU BUY A WIX®
HEAVY DUTY FARM FILTER! YOUR
LOCAL CHAPTER WILL EARN 25¢ 
FOR EACH BOX TOP WE COLLECT
AND REDEEM THROUGH WIX®

SO STOCK UP TODAY 
AND HELP THE FFA!

By JASON TRAVIS
STAFF REPORTER

Winter was still in control
the morning Phillip Parish ex-
amined a field planted with
winter wheat. Parish, who has
been farming for more than 20
years, said a cool, damp fall
followed by a brutally cold
winter has had an affect on
the crop’s growth. Even
though it should be 6 to 8
inches taller by now, the Crit-
tenden County farmer is cau-
tiously optimistic about the
success of its eventual yield. 

“This winter, it just stayed
dormant. It’s just now coming
out of dormancy,” Parish said.
“There is some winterkill to it
but it can still come out of it.
Wheat is very resilient. It
wants to reproduce.”

Since 1996, Parish and
Chris Hooks have operated
Parish and Hooks Farms in
southern Crittenden County.
The field Parish was examin-
ing was planted on Oct. 20.
Normally the wheat would be
harvested by June 10. He be-
lieves this year’s harvest may
be pushed back by a week to
10 days. 

Meredith Hall, University of
Kentucky Crittenden County
Extension Agent for Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources,
said many local farmers have
also seen slow growth rates
with their wheat crops com-
pared to growth rates in
milder winters. She said it is
possible some yields will de-
crease as much as 25 bushels
per acre. 

Timing was another factor
this winter. Hall said if snow
fell before the arrival of sub-
zero temperatures, it wouldn’t
have been as detrimental to
wheat crops since the snow
would have served as an insu-
lator.  

Parish, who grows winter
wheat each year, knows the
importance of a balance in
temperatures from Mother Na-
ture. A harsh winter can slow
growth. Too mild of a winter
can often lead to growth trou-
ble in early spring. 

“We have had wheat crops
before that grew too much
during the winter. And the
winters were really mild,” he
said. “Then there was a hard
freeze. That’s devastating to a
crop. If it gets too far along and
you have a late March freeze

and the wheat is too big, it can
really be damaging to it.”

With this year’s yields yet to
be determined, over the last
five years Parish has seen
wheat yields average 80
bushels per acre. 

“We’ve seen farm averages
as high as 100 bushels. For
wheat to be its best, you need
a dry May. When it’s flowering
it needs dry weather to keep
the diseases from growing,” he
said. 

With spring’s official arrival
today (Thursday), that means

planting season is only a few
weeks away. Parish believes
the season is off to a good start
in regard to soil moisture.  

“We’re starting out the sea-
son with good subsoil mois-
ture. A lot of the soil we farm
around here can’t hold a lot of
subsoil moisture but still we
feel like we have got a better
chance starting out fully
charged,” he said. “If we don’t
have corn planted by April 10
we start getting nervous. But
that’s still a while away. We
should be fine.”

National Ag Day is organized by the Agriculture 
Council of America, a nonprofit organization composed 
of leaders in the agricultural, food and fiber community,
dedicating its efforts to increasing the public's 
awareness of agriculture's role in modern society.

Founded in 1973, Ag Day encourages Americans to:
- Know how food and fiber products are produced.
- Appreciate the role agriculture plays in providing

safe, abundant and affordable products.
- Value the essential role of agriculture in 

maintaining a strong economy.
- Acknowledge and consider career opportunities 

in the agriculture, food and fiber industry.
Learn more and at www.agday.org.

Season hard on winter wheatUSDA National Agricultural Statistics Service estimates
- Poultry is the No. 1 agricultural commodity in Kentucky, accounting for more

than $1 billion in receipts. Corn is the top crop, creating a $1.27 billion impact in
2012. Soybeans ranked second. Kentucky has the most beef cattle east of the
Mississippi and ranks fourth in the nation in number of farms.

- 18,500 acres of corn were planted in Crittenden County in 2013 with a yield
of 165 bushels per acre, roughly two-and-a-half times last year’s yield. The state
average was 170 bushels per acre.

- 23,000 acres of soybeans were planted in Crittenden County in 2013 with a
yield of 47.5 bushels per acre, also up from last year. The state average was 49.5
bushels per acre.

- 9,000 acres of winter wheat were planted in Crittenden County in 2013 with
a yield of 78.3 bushels per acre, up from last year and the 10th best yield by
county in Kentucky. The state average was 75 bushels per acre.

- 16,300 head of cattle (only 100 dairy) were counted in Crittenden County as
of Jan. 1, 2013, up 700 from estimates from a year earlier. There were 2.24 mil-
lion head of cattle counted in Kentucky.

- 27,900 acres of hay (non-alfalfa) were harvested in Crittenden County in
2012, up 3,000 from 2011 and yielding 1.45 tons per acre. The statewide aver-
age was 2 tons per acre.

National Ag
Day set aside
to recognize
U.S. farming

 U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture Kentucky   Farm Service
Agency (FSA) State  Executive
Director John W. McCauley
encourages everyone to take a
moment to appreciate the hard
working farmers and ranchers
in Kentucky on Tuesday, Na-
tional Ag Day. This year's
theme is “Agriculture:   365
Sunrises and 7 Billion Mouths
to Feed.”

USDA stands behind the
producers who rise before
dawn 365 days a year in order
to put food on the table for 7
billion people.

“We recognize the impor-
tance of agriculture and hope
that the recent passage of a
new Farm Bill is a sign that
2014 will be a banner year for
the industry," said McCauley.
“There is no better way to show

GRAND OPENING
April 12

Free Food & Drinks 10 a.m. - Noon
Door Prizes and Discounts 

Onion Sets & Seed Potatoes Now Available • Hydraulic Fluid
Lawn & Garden • Hand Tools • Farm Gates • Fencing Supplies
Plumbing & Hardware • Bagged Coal • Bird Feed • Dog Food

Potting Soil • Custom Blending Fertilizer
NON GENETICALLY ENGINEERED FEEDS AND

CREEKSIDE FEED & FARM INVENTORY

New 
Business

1850 Mt. Zion Church Rd., Marion, KY • Located at former Bluegrass Vinyl
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

PHOTO BY JASON TRAVIS, THE PRESS

Phillip Parish of Crittenden County examines a field of winter wheat planted last October. A cool
and damp fall followed by a brutally cold winter has had an affect on the crop’s growth. However,
Parish is cautiously optimistic on the success of this year’s crop. 

I really enjoyed meeting
with the Crittenden
County Cattleman’s Asso-
ciation last Tuesday
evening and the Livingston
County Cattleman’s Asso-
ciation last Thursday
evening. We have great
producers in our counties,
and I really enjoy being
able to participate in vari-
ous events that are hosted
around the counties.  

We are really looking
forward to what the new
Farm Bill has in store for
us. We are anxiously
awaiting details of what all
programs we will have and
the details about them. We
are truly excited to have
the opportunity to offer
new programs for our pro-
ducers, and as soon as
more details are available
we will let you know.  

Loss adjusters needed
Our state office is inter-

ested in hiring a few new
loss adjusters for our NAP
program.  

Loss adjusters are indi-
viduals who are called
upon when a disaster
event happens, and they
are sent to the field in
order to assess the damage
and determine a loss. Loss
adjusters are only used on
an “as needed” basis, so
there can be years that you
could be a little busy from
time to time and there
could be years that you are
not called upon at all.  

Loss adjusters are as-
signed to an area that will
cover multiple counties. It
is very helpful to have
knowledge of the different
crops in the area, either
having raised them your-

self or having knowledge of
the growing process.  

If you are interested in
additional information,
please contact the office at
(270) 988-2180 or stop in
so we can get an applica-
tion to you.  

The last day to submit
an application is April 15.

Contract management
As soon as the fields dry

up a little after all the
snow, ice and rain, pro-
ducers can resume man-
agement or maintenance
activities on their CRP con-
tracts now until nesting
season starts on May 15. 

In Kentucky, if you are
not scheduled for a cost
shared management prac-
tice, you should still be
conducting maintenance
activities. Maintenance ac-
tivities include spot treat-
ing any areas of concern
like volunteer trees, volun-
teer shrubs, noxious
weeds, etc. Spot treating
can consist of mowing the
affected area or treating it
with chemicals. 

Please remember, if you
are chemically spot treat-
ing, seek guidance as to
when the best time to
apply may be and how to
apply the chemical in order
to obtain the best result

possible. 
Kentucky recommends

that you mow half of your
contract every year in
order to help maintain the
desired cover. The next
year, mow the other half.
This can be done in blocks
or strips, whichever is
more convenient for your
operation. 

If you have any specific
questions, please feel free
to contact the office. If you
feel that you have an issue
that you are not sure how
to handle, please let us
know and we can send
Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service to visit and
give a recommendation. 

We can add additional
cost-shared management
practices in your plan if
needed, depending upon
what year your contract is
in. 

We are always happy to
answer any questions you
have and work with you on
any issues that may arise.  

Upcoming
- April 15: Tentative

start date to sign up for
Livestock Indemnity Pay-
ments (LIP).

- April 15: Tentative
start date to sign up for
Livestock Forage Program
(LFP).

- July 28: Last day to
apply for Emergency Loan
(Livingston County).

(Laura Kessler is the
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture Farm Service Agency
executive director at the
Salem service center, which
serves both Crittenden and
Livingston counties. She
can be reached at (270)
988-2180.)

Loss adjusters needed in area

Justice Bill

Cunningham
Kentucky Supreme

Court Justice

Benchmarks

Daryl K. 

Tabor
Editor of

The Crittenden Press

My 2¢ Worth

Rev. Lucy 

Tedrick
Crittenden Press 
guest columnist

Religious Views

Dr. Rachel

Yarbrough
Crittenden County 
Superintendent

of Schools

Super News

Mark

Bryant
City Administrator
City of Marion 

City Beat

Linda

Defew
Crittenden Press 
guest columnist

Defew’s Views

Chris

Evans
Publisher of 

The Crittenden Press 

About Town
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Crittenden Press 
guest columnist
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Crittenden County 

Historian
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Hunt
UK Extension 
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Home Notes
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Crittenden County
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House in Review
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(D-Henderson) 
Senate District 4

Senate in Review

Laura
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Executive Director
Salem USDA FSA
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Merrick
Crittenden County
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Faughn
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Allison

Evans
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The Crittenden Press

Write Now
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Crittenden County
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Ag and Natural 
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Coconut  oil  or  coconut
water, we  just  can’t  seem
to  get  enough  coconut
these days.
Coconut  oil  comes  from

the  fruit  of  mature  co-
conuts.  It  is  a  saturated
fat,  and  consumers  are
cautioned  against  a  diet
high in saturated fat. It is
unique though.
Not only is it solid at room

temperature,  it  is  the  only
saturated fat that does not
come from an animal source
such as meat or dairy.  The
benefits  of  coconut  oil  are

related to the fact that vir-
gin  coconut  oil  is  high  in
lauric acid, a medium-chain
fatty  acid  that  raises  both
good  and  bad  cholesterol
levels.
Coconut water  is the  liq-

uid that comes from an im-
mature or green coconut. It
emerged into the public eye
several  years  ago  and  still
remains  hot.  While  many
producers  and  media
sources have tabbed it as a
type  of  miracle  beverage
that  has  potential  to  cure
everything  from  heart  dis-
ease  to  obesity,  there  isn’t
actually  a  lot  of  hard  evi-
dence to back those claims
just yet.
You may see gym-goers or

celebrities  with  coconut
water  in  hand  following  a

workout  or  on  a  hot  day.
The idea that coconut water
makes a good post-exercise
drink  because  it  contains
electrolytes is only partially
true.  Yes,  coconut  water
does  boast  electrolytes,
which  you  lose  when  you
sweat,  but  for  the  average
light-to-moderate exerciser,
if  you’re consuming enough
water  and  eating  healthy
meals  throughout  the day,
there is no significant bene-
fit  of  coconut  water  over
plain old H2O.   
Much like containing elec-

trolytes,  coconut  water  is
also a source of potassium
which  is  likely  responsible
for  the  claim  that  coconut
water is good for your heart
and  may  help  prevent
stroke and heart attack. The
theory that potassium helps
counteract  the  blood pres-
sure-boosting  effect  of
sodium  is  valid.  The  body
however, cannot differenti-
ate  between the potassium
in coconut water, the potas-
sium  in  a  banana  or  the
potassium  found  in  a  po-
tato.  Simply,  potassium  is

great, but coconut water is
not a miracle cure for heart
disease.
There  is  good  news.  If

you’re  looking  for  a  drink
with some flavor but want to
save  on  calories,  coconut
water can be a better choice
than  juice.  Coconut  water
often  has  about  half  as
many calories as fruit juice
and  as  mentioned  previ-
ously, double the amount of
potassium. Just be sure to
choose unflavored  coconut
water, once you add sugar,
the calories start adding up. 
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Homenotes

Coconut oil, water have health benefits

Community CALENDAR
Thursday, March 20

n The Crittenden Hospital
auxiliary will meet at 4 p.m.
(today) at the new emergency
management building next to
Par 4 Plastics.
Friday, March 21

n Diabetes Support Group
will meet at 10 a.m. at the
Crittenden County Extension
Office. The program will be
provided by Crittenden Health
Systems on exercise.
Saturday, March 22

n A spring singing featuring
Country Connection will be
held at 5 p.m. at Brown’s
Country Store in Burna. 
Sunday, March 23

n Lady Rocket Basketball
will host a Be Joyful painting
party at the multi-purpose
room at Crittenden County
High School. Classes will
begin at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. All
materials are provided, many
styles of door hangings avail-
able. Cost is $35. Find Be
Joyful on Facebook for sam-

ples of painting projects.
Registration is encouraged to
ensure the project of your
choice, by calling Christy
Moss at (270) 836-2040 or Al-
lison Evans at (270) 704-
0447.
Wednesday, March 26

n Crittenden County High
School will hold parent-
teacher conferences from
3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. No ap-
pointment is necessary. Par-
ents are invited to meet with
any of their child’s teachers
any time in this time frame. If
the times are not convenient,
parents can email the teacher
or call the school office to set
up a different time to meet.
Saturday, March 29

n The track team will be sell-
ing ribeye sandwiches from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at Con-
rad's. 
Thursday, April 3

n Crittenden County Ele-
mentary School will hold
Family Fitness Night from 6

p.m. to 7 p.m., for students
and their families. A parent
must accompany their child.
Saturday, April 26

n The first annual Relay for
Life scrap booking crop will be
held from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., at
the Ed-Tech Center. It is spon-
sored by the Crittenden
County Health Department.
Limited spots are available.
Call (270) 965-5215 for more
information.
On-going

n Livingston County Pre-
school/Head Start is now ac-
cepting applications for the
2014-2015 school year. Par-
ents can call (270) 988-2867
or (270) 928-2244 to sched-
ule an appointment.
n The Crittenden County
Health Department Relay for
Life team is designing a T-
shirt fundraiser for survivors
and loved ones lost to cancer.
Due to limited space, only
names of Crittenden Coun-
tians are being accepted. To

submit names for T-shirts or
for more information, call the
health department at (270)
965-5215 before March 14. T-
shirts will be available for pur-
chase in April. 
n All veterans are invited for
coffee and breakfast at 7:30
a.m. each Tuesday at the
VFW building in Marion. 
n The Crittenden County
Public Library hosts Lego
Club at 3:30 p.m., each Tues-
day when school is in session.
n Narconon reminds families
that abuse of addictive phar-
maceutical drugs is on the
rise. Learn to recognize the
signs of drug abuse and get
your loved ones help if they
are at risk. Call Narconon for
a free brochure on the signs
of addiction for all types of
drugs. Narconon also offers
free assessments and refer-
rals. Call 800-431-1754 or
visit drugabusesolution.com
for more information.

Evening Belles creates prayer card pillows

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Club Report

The Evening Belles home-
makers met March 13 at the
Extension  Office  with  eight
members present.
President Pat Carter called

the  meeting  to  order  and
then  led  the Pledge of Alle-
giance. 
Martha  Fletcher  gave  the

inspirational, "The thank you
note to God." 
The thought of the month

included  "One  of  the  most
sincere  forms  of  respect  is

actually listening to what an-
other has to say."
Effie Campbell  served  re-

freshments. 
Mryle Dunning conducted

roll  call  with  members  an-
swering  "Who  is  the  oldest
family member in your fam-
ily," and then gave the trea-
surer’s report. 
It was decided to take $25

out of the treasury and with
member donations, the club
will  donate  $100  to  4-H
camp.

Martha  Fletcher  gave  a
lesson  on "Life Story.  What
is  it  and  how  do  you write
it?”
The majority  of  members

made  pillows  to  donate  to
patients at Crittenden Health
Systems.
Recreation  included  a

memory game given by Algie
Richards.  Debbie  Cox  won
the door prize.
The  next  meeting  will  be

April 10 and visitors are wel-
come.

SENIOR CENTER CALENDAR
Crittenden County Senior Citi-

zens Center is open weekdays 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. Lunch is served at
11:30 a.m. each day and is $3 for
those age 60 and older. Milk, cof-
fee or tea are available each day.
Reservations are requested.
Every day, the center at 210

North Walker St. in Marion offers
billiards, card games, Wii games
and use of the exercise equip-
ment. Call the center at 965-5229
for further information.
This week's activities and

menu include:
- Today: Bible study with Pas-

tor Terra Sisco begins at 10:30
a.m. Menu is hamburger on
wheat bun, pork and beans,
French fries and snickerdoodle.
- Friday: Bingo begins at

10:30 a.m. Menu is beef roast

with gravy, mashed potatoes,
squash casserole, whole wheat
roll and pears.
- Monday: Menu is chili con

carne, half pimento cheese sand-
wich on wheat bread, saltine
crackers, tropical fruit cup and
oatmeal cookie.
- Tuesday: Menu is oven-fried

chicken, parsley potatoes, green
beans, whole wheat roll and
dreamsicle gelatin.
- Wednesday: Menu is Mexi-

can lasagna, steamed broccoli,
whole wheat roll and chocolate
cake.
- Next Thursday: Livingston

Senior Care Healthfair begins at
9 a.m. Menu includes chicken
strips, baked French fries, baked
beans, whole wheat bread and
pineapple slices.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Members of the Evening Belles Extension Homemaker Club made prayer card pillows as a
community service project for patients at Crittenden Hospital. Club members seated (from left)
include Myrle Dunning, Margaret Gilland, Martha Fletcher and Effie Campbell; (back row) Pat
Carter, club president; Algie Richards, Anne Collins and Debbie Cox. The Evening Belles Club
meets at 11:30 a.m., on the second Thursday of each month at the Extension Office. Visitors
are always welcome.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Presidential visit
Jill and Wes Berkheimer, Peggy Walker and Melinda McKin-
ney took a copy of The Crittenden Press to Dallas, Texas
when they visited the George W. Bush Memorial Library.
They are pictured in the library’s oval office. 

The American Legion is celebrating 95 years of service in posts this month. On March 15, 1919,
the first Legion caucus was held by members of the American Expeditionary Force in Paris.
At this time, there was a group of war-weary veterans of World War I. From this caucus resulted
one of the best-known nonprofit groups in the United States. The American Legion’s official
name, preamble and constitution were approved May 1919. After this, Congress chartered the
American Legion in September of 1919. Since that time, the American Legion has influenced
many changes in America, achieved hundreds of benefits for veterans and produced important
programs for our children and youth. American Legion Post 217 of Burna met Friday evening
at the Post in Burna. Veterans were honored for their service and presented with a birthday
cake from the Post Auxiliary president Faye Gibson. Post Commander Bob Mitchell accepted
the cake donated by the American Legion Auxiliary.

American Legion celebrates

STAFF REPORT

New or slightly used craft
items are being sought  for
donation  toward an online
auction that will benefit the
Mary  Hall  Ruddiman  Ca-
nine  Shelter.  The  auction
will  begin  in May and  end
June 21.
Shelter  spokesperson

Melissa Guill said this may
be the perfect way to re-gift
a  nice  Christmas  present
and help out a great cause.
Donations of new or slightly
used craft or unique items
are being sought. Clothing
will not be accepted for the
online auction. 
Guill  said  businesses

and individ-
uals are en-
couraged  to
donate  to
the auction,
which helps
the  shelter
with  med-
ical  ex-
p e n s e s ,
food,  gen-
eral  care

and  maintenance.  Guill
said Green Turtle Bay has
already donated a two-night
stay  in  a  two-bedroom
condo valued at over $600.
Restaurant  gift  cards  will
also  be  available  for  bid-

ding. 
The  items  will  be  listed

on  the  Crittenden  County
Animal  Shelter’s  Facebook
page beginning in May and
will be listed until June 21,
the last day of the auction.
Once  the  auction  begins,
the items can be viewed at
the Welcome Center in Mar-
ion. Individuals can then go
online and place a bid. 
Individuals  who  have

questions concerning dona-
tions or want to donate an
item may  call Ann Farmer
at  (270)  545-7089  or
Melissa Guill at (270) 965-
2495 or (270) 965-4200.

Online auction to benefit
local no-kill animal shelter

Living well
workshops
to be held
STAFF REPORT

If you’re sick and tired of
being sick and tired then the
Living  Well  Workshops  on
chronic disease self-manage-
ment  may  just  be  the  an-
swer.  The  workshops  are
geared to those afflicted with
diabetes,  arthritis,  high
blood pressure, asthma, de-
pression, heart or lung dis-
ease, pain or other ongoing
health conditions. 
The  workshops  are  from

9:30 a.m. to noon, April 2 at
Crittenden Health Systems.
The free workshops will meet
once  a week  for  six weeks.
Snacks  will  be  provided.  A
drawing  for  two  Wal-Mart
gift cards will be conducted
at the end of the six weeks. 
For more information and

to register contact the Pen-
nyrile  Allied  Community
Services at 800-264-0643.

Guill
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Robotics Club teaches engineering fundamentals
By JASON TRAVIS
STAFF WRITER

A new robotics club is up
and  running  full  speed
ahead.  Designed  to  teach
the concepts of engineering
and robotics, the club meets
at 3:15 p.m., each Monday
and Wednesday afternoon at
the  Bridgeway  Learning
Center at Crittenden County
Middle School. 

The  club  recently  com-
pleted its first project, build-
ing a  clawbot mobile  robot
complete with an extended
arm  that  grips.  The  unit
runs  via  a  wireless  con-
troller. 

The club is facilitated by
Neal  Bryant,  who  teaches
seventh  grade  science  at
CCMS.  Bryant  said  the
clawbot came with a 13 unit
curriculum. Students stud-
ied engineering and design
concepts before building the

unit. The project took a little
over a month to complete.

“Some of the aspects in-
volved are figuring out what
Allen wrenches are. Some of
this  they  can  apply  to  the
rest  of  their  life,”  Bryant
said. “It’s really just expos-
ing them to a lot of different
concepts. It’s all hands-on.
So I think it really sinks in
better  than  just  being  told
something. Being interested
in it also helps.”

In  addition  to  learning
basic concepts in engineer-
ing,  Bryant  said  students
are learning problem-solving
skills that help build confi-
dence. 

While  the  claw came al-
ready  assembled,  students
worked to assemble the rest
of the clawbot. Bryant said
the building process allowed
students to learn through a

trial and error process and
troubleshoot as they learned
the correct placement of cer-
tain wires. 

“They can go places with
this and do a lot of things,”
Bryant  said.  “This  type  of
skill involves creating things
and  they  can  use  that  for
any discipline they pursue.” 

Sixth  grader  Skyler
James  said  he  enjoyed
learning about gears, wiring
and  programming.  Fellow
sixth  grader Michael Haire
said  he  enjoyed  the  entire
process,  from  building  the
clawbot, to testing and driv-
ing it. 

Students  interested  in
joining the robotics club can
inquire  by  speaking  with
Bridgeway Learning Center
site  coordinator  Melissa
Shewcraft  at  the  middle
school.

• RE-SANDED 
• HARDWOOD FLOORS 
• NEWLY PAINTED 
• AUDITORIUM 
• STAGE RESTORATION 
• & CURTAIN 
• BATHROOM UPGRADES

Fohs 
Hall

& ELEGANTHISTORIC

Fohs 
Hall

Marion’s most historic landmark has undergone 
major renovations to make it the premiere 

special event and reception venue in the region.

*Rental rates for 2014:
Auditorium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200
Upstairs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $125
Basement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $125
Nunn Room (parlor) . . . . . . . . . . . . $100

Wedding 
Receptions 

•••Banquets
•••Anniversary & 

Birthday Parties
•••Organizational 

Meetings

Built in 1926, Fohs Hall is 
Marion’s most recognizable landmark.

Handicap
accessible

*Does not include extra fees for set ups, food surcharges, etc.

For further information call Shyral Estes at 704-1068. 
You can also e-mail shyralestes@yahoo.com.

Ad paid for by Marion Tourism Commission

Quality Healthcare Coverage For
Every Kentuckian.

If  you need assistance signing up for
the KHBE program, Crittenden Health
Systems is here to help.

Contact Jessica Roman at Crittenden
Health Systems to set an appointment
and get KYNECTed.

Call (270) 965-1179
Appointments available 7 days a week
for your convenience.

Crittenden 
HealtH SyStemS

BONNIE PUGH 
TAX SERVICE

Registered Tax Return Preparer 
5558 US Hwy. 60 East • Marion, KY 

965-2480

Income Tax 
Preparation and
Electronic Filing

BELLVILLE MANOR APARTMENTS
819 Terrace Drive • Marion, Kentucky

Accepting applications for one and two bedroom apartments:
total electric, newly redecorated, rent based on your income to
qualifying person. Apartments immediately available.

DISABLED • NEAR ELDERLY • ELDERLY • FAMILY

OFFICE HOURS: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday

Phone (270) 965-5960
TDD: 711

SECTION 8
HOUSING EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY
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Using a wireless controller, sixth graders Skyler James (left) and Michael Haire experiment
with the clawbot they built in the robotics club at the Bridgeway Learning Center at CCMS. 

Students from St. Mary's Elementary School visited the
Clement Mineral Museum on March 12. While visiting the mu-
seum, they dug on the mineral piles, learned about the rock
cycle and toured artifacts on display in the museum. Students
from Lyon County also recently visited the mineral museum.

Digging for treasure

Students tour renovated CCES offices, lobby
Last Friday members of Crittenden County School Superintendent Dr. Rachel Yarbrough’s student advisory committee toured
the renovations at Crittenden County Elementary School. The tour consisted of committee members in all three schools. The
tour was led by CCES assistant principal Karen Nasseri. Students toured the new administrative offices, examined how the
former lobby area was reconfigured to create additional classroom space and viewed an architect’s draft for the remodeling
project. Above, students listen as David Perryman and Nasseri discuss the floor plan of the remodeled facility while standing
in the new reception area of the building. The tour was a culmination of the student advisory committee’s discussion with Dr.
Yarbrough on changes to the facility.

Last Friday members of the CCHS FBLA along with their adviser, Amy Hardin, attended the Region 1 Leadership Conference
in Owensboro where they competed in 11 categories and advanced to the state level in eight categories. They placed first in
digital video production for the fourth year in a row. Students participating included Micah Hollamon, third in business calcu-
lations; Cody Hayes, first in business law; Cody Hayes, Micah Hollamon and Anna Schnittker, first in digital video production;
Maggie Collins, first in job interview; Anna Schnittker, second in public speaking II; Jacob Berry and Logan Bingham, second
in public service announcement; Maggie Collins and Lauren Beavers, third in scrapbook; Taylor Fritts, second in word pro-
cessing; Dustin Perry, fourth in personal finance and Hayden Brooks, fourth in business math. These students will travel to
Louisville April 14-16 to compete in the state leadership conference. Shown above are (front from left) Ashley Cooper, Anna
Schnittker and Dustin Perry; (back row) Logan Bingham, Lauren Beavers, Maggie Collins, Jacob Berry and Cody Hayes. Not
pictured are Hayden Brooks, Taylor Fritts and Micah Hollamon.

FBLA members advance to state competition



our support for farmers and
ranchers than to begin im-
plementing a new Farm Bill -
legislation that will provide
farmers, ranchers and con-
sumers alike supportive re-
sults."

While the American econ-
omy is rebounding and gain-
ing strength, the agricultural
economy has remained
strong and at its best. Look-
ing ahead, the U.S. has seen
a trend toward aging farm-
ers; however, according to
the recent Census of Agricul-
ture, the nation is beginning
to reverse that trend. There is
an increase in the number of
farmers under the age of 35.

And although the agricul-
ture industry promises a
bright future, many farmers
and ranchers are still recov-
ering from natural disasters
that occurred over the last
few months, including the
continuing drought. Fortu-
nately, these producers were
still able to grow the com-
modities that Americans rely
on in order to remain a food-
secure nation. U.S. farmers
and ranchers have also con-
tinued their legacy of protect-
ing natural resources and
environmentally sensitive
land through the use of con-

servation programs.
America’s farmers and

ranchers are a selfless group
of individuals who make up
less than 2 percent of the
world's population, yet they
feed our country and make
our nation secure.  And, they
supply quality foods to the
rest of the world’s 7 billion
people.

From the clothes we wear,
the foods we eat, the fuel we
burn and the agricultural
byproducts we use daily,
American agriculture adds to

the quality of our lives.
None of the contributions

of U.S. farmers and ranchers
should be taken for granted,
because no one can live with-
out agriculture.

Ag Day is a project of the
Agriculture Council of Amer-
ica.  For further Ag Day infor-
mation and events, visit
www.agday.org. For informa-
tion on programs adminis-
tered by FSA, contact a local
FSA office or visit the agency
on the Internet at www.fsa.
usda.gov.
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March 18, 2014
Receipts: 576 head.
Compared to last week: Feeder steers traded steady.
Feeder heifers 4.00-6.00 higher. Slaughter cows and
bulls traded mostly steady. Supply included 29% feeder
steers, 58% feeder heifers, and 22% of feeders were 
over 600 pounds. 
Feeder Steers Medium and Large 1-2
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price
5    200-300     275    209.00-222.00     217.37
20    300-400     361    221.00-232.00     227.06
26    400-500     445    210.00-225.00     215.58
22    500-600     544    193.00-213.00     199.19
1    600-700     655       180.00         180.00
9    700-800     720    160.00-168.00     165.72
4    800-900     817       155.00         155.00
5    900-1000    913       151.00         151.00

Feeder Steers Medium and Large 2-3
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price
2    200-300     248    180.00-201.00     191.45
3    400-500     472    204.00-208.00     205.36
3    500-600     543    173.00-182.00     176.12
2    600-700     678    163.00-168.00     165.47
2    700-800     762    150.00-153.00     151.52
1    800-900     875       130.00         130.00

Feeder Heifers Medium and Large 1-2
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price
7    200-300     260    200.00-207.00     202.94
31    300-400     353    200.00-216.00     207.58
56    400-500     455    184.00-201.00     194.70
35    500-600     545    176.00-187.00     182.91
14    600-700     626    158.00-175.00     168.43
10    700-800     735    140.00-151.00     145.18
6    800-900     824       141.00         141.00

Feeder Heifers Medium and Large 2-3
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price
1    200-300     280       190.00         190.00

18    300-400     372    180.00-198.00     192.74
14    400-500     467    160.00-182.00     169.77
12    500-600     551    150.00-174.00     162.89
13    600-700     676    130.00-150.00     145.77
3    700-800     710    120.00-131.00     123.69
3    800-900     880    106.00-128.00     115.06
Feeder Bulls Medium and Large 1-2
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price
5    300-400     366    210.00-228.00     220.45
11    400-500     457    200.00-223.00     213.94
9    500-600     578    188.00-202.00     191.46
5    600-700     619    174.00-188.00     182.98
4    700-800     721    161.00-163.00     162.24
1    800-900     870       117.00         117.00

Feeder Bulls Medium and Large 2-3
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price
3    300-400     347    180.00-190.00     186.44
8    400-500     466    181.00-196.00     189.70
3    500-600     555    160.00-178.00     171.48
3    600-700     662    157.00-168.00     162.59
1    700-800     700       145.00         145.00

Slaughter Cows:  
%Lean     Weight          AD          HD          LD  

Breaker     75-80  1300-2085  87-95      100          85 
Boner        80-85  1100-1565  87-96  100-106    79-84
Lean         85-90  1010-1500   78-88       90        72-77 
Lite            85-90   
Slaughter Bulls:
YG:      Weight                Avg-Dress          High-Dress    
#1-2    1380-2070   100.00-104.00         117.00  
Stock Cows: Cows 4 to 10 years old and 6 to 8 months
900.00-1500.00 per head.
Stock Cow/Calf Pairs: Cows 6 to 9 years old with
calves at side 1200.00-1725.00 per pair.
Baby Calves: Beef breeds: 200-280.00.00 per head.
Dairy: 65.00 per head.
Chip Stewart, market specialist

Livestock report
USDA Ledbetter auction results

HOMESTEAD 
AUCTION REALTY
308 N. MAIN ST., MARION, KY 42064

(270) 965-9999
PRINCIPAL BROKER DARRIN TABOR

270-704-0041
www.homesteadauctionrealty.com

HOMES
• Just outside town. 3 bed, 1 bath on a great country lot. Inside has been
remodeled w/ hardwood floors, central heat and air. Don't miss this one. 
Only $64,900. Weldon Rd.

• 3 Bedrooms, 1 bath brick home, appliances stay on 1 +/- acre. Located on 
U.S. Hwy. 60 2 miles west of Salem, KY $79,900

• Walk to school, great town home 3 bed 2 bath with large rooms and fenced
back yard and detached garage $79,900 hm.

• Buy the shop and give your wife the house 1.5 +or- ac. with 3 bed 1 bath 
home 48x48 foot shop concrete floor elc. & insulation. This property is rare. 
$129,900 ps.

• 4 Bedrooms 2 Baths, with Wood Floors and Central Heat and Air. Located at 
2631 Nunn Switch Road Marion, KY. $94,900

• 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, Corner Lot, Appliances Stay. Located at 602 Travis 
Street, Marion, KY. $29,900

LOTS
• 2 Lots 1+/- Acre Located at 310 Cherry Street Marion, KY. $4,900
• 0.35+/- Acre Located At 229 N Weldon Street Marion, KY. $3500
• 2 Corner Lots Located at 131 Lewis Street Marion, KY. $6,995
• Great Lots for Business or Home, Pick one or all Four. Within City Limits, 
starting at $5,000 for one, or $29,800 for all.

• 97.83+/- acres in Crittenden County and Livingston County, Attached, 
Frontage HWY 885. $159,000

• Building Lots at Grand View Estates. Located In Crittenden County, Lots 
range in Price $8,500 - $12,000

Beat The Spring Rush! 
List with Homestead Today!

We have people looking for property in and out-
side of Marion. Tillable land is in high demand,

and we have potential buyers looking for 500+ac.
Call today!!! Now scheduling spring auctions! 

MARCH SPECIAL
Free Dose of Advantage Multi, 

K9 Advantix, Frontline or Trifexis 
(Values up to $20) With Any Service 

During The Month Of March.
Free Dose of Heartworm Prevention 

with Heartworm Test
Call To Schedule Your Pet’s Appointment!

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 270-965-2777

Thomas G. Shemwell 
D.V.M.  

3841 US Hwy. 60 West 
Marion, KY 42064

270-965-2257

Having More Retirement 
Accounts is Not the Same 
as Having More Money.

Mickey Alexander
Financial Advisor
123 East Bellville St., Marion, KY 42064
(270) 965-0944

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Bringing your accounts to Edward Jones could help
solve all that. Plus one statement can make it easier
to see if you’re moving toward your goals.
*Diversification does not guarantee a profit or protect against loss.

STAFF REPORT

This March, the Kentucky
4-H Foundation is asking
agriculture tag owners across
the state to make the volun-
tary donation of $10 through
their farm license plate re-
newal that will provide sup-
port to programs that help
create future leaders in their
communities.

The Ag Tag Program evenly
distributes the donations
among 4-H, FFA and the
Kentucky Proud program.
Agriculture Commissioner
James Comer started the dis-
tribution of donations in
2012 to help provide support
to programs for Kentucky’s
youth and Kentucky agricul-
tural economy. In Kentucky,

there are more than 160,000
farm plates bought or re-
newed each year. With the
support of Kentucky’s farm-
ers, the commissioner’s ac-
tion could generate up to
$1.6 million annually.

Last year, 4-H’s statewide
shared total was $160,895.
The Kentucky 4-H Founda-
tion splits the donations be-

tween the county where the
funds originated and the
Kentucky 4-H Foundation.

Farmers are encouraged to
ask the county clerk’s office
about the Ag Tag Program
when renewing or registering
their vehicles this month.  By
doing so, local 4-H and FFA
organizations will benefit fi-
nancially.

PHOTO BY JASON TRAVIS, THE PRESS

Paige Hart, state 4-H president, visited members of Crittenden County’s Sew Much Fun Club along with 4-H leaders and Exten-
sion Staff.  Hart promoted the Ag Tag program during her visit. The state 4-H officer team made a goal that at least one officer
would visit a 4-H event this year in all 120 counties.  Hart is a resident of Caldwell County and is a student at the University of
Louisville majoring in biology and communications. Shown above are (front row, from left) Sadie Pile, Audrey Croft, Sara Jones,
Anzie Gobin and Maegan Potter; (back row, from left)  Extension Staff Nancy Hunt, 4-H Leader Cindy Davidson, 4-H Council
President Sarah Ford, Extension Staff Meredith Hall, Hart, Mckenzi Zahrte and Extension Staff Rebecca Zahrte.

Ag Tag Program benefits 4-H

FARM
Continued from Page 9

signed to Crittenden and
Livingston counties. Jimmy
Godair, a former deputy in
Trigg County, began working
drug enforcement in the two
counties last month, she
said.

The Marion police chief
also said Kentucky's House
Bill 463, legislation enacted
in 2011 to reduce the num-
ber of people in jails for drug
offenses, has been partly re-
sponsible for fewer felony

cases. A number of drug of-
fenses that were considered
serious crimes prior to 2011
are now only minor offenses.

The only two indictments
this year were handed down
by a grand jury that finished
its work in January. A new
grand jury was empaneled in
February. So far, the new ju-
rors have heard just three
cases. Twice a no true bill
was returned and one case
has been continued three
times. 

A grand jury determines
whether or not to indict,
which means to bring a for-

mal, criminal charge against
an individual for a felony.
Grand jurors do not decide
guilt or innocence. 

The grand jury is made
up of 12 individuals. Nine
must agree before an indict-
ment can be returned. If a
grand jury decides that suf-
ficient evidence does not
exist, it returns a no true
bill. Sometimes cases are
completely dismissed and
sometimes they are re-
manded to district court
where the accuseds' charges
are handled as misde-
meanors.

CRIME
Continued from Page 1

STAFF REPORT

In coming weeks, all cam-
paign and other temporary
advertising signage illegally
placed on state highway
rights-of-way will be re-
moved to maintain
safety.  According to Ken-
tucky Transportation Cabi-
net (KyTC) officials, signs
show up along state high-
ways in greater numbers
during election years.

KyTC District 1 Chief En-
gineer Mike McGregor said
the agency is asking candi-
dates and citizens to make
sure their signs do not en-
croach on state right of way.

“Political signs and other
advertising signs create a

number of safety issues.
When placed near intersec-
tions or driveways they can
block the view of drivers at-
tempting to spot oncoming
traffic.  Wires in typical cam-
paign signs hamper mowing
crews, creating a safety haz-
ard,” McGregor said.

Kentucky law and KyTC
policy prohibit the place-
ment of political or other ad-
vertising signs on state
rights-of-way, including
signs attached to utility
poles or fences within the
area.

Enforcement of the sign
prohibition can be difficult
because right-of-way bound-
aries can vary by highway

and location.  All signage
should be behind side-
walks.   In areas without
sidewalks, all signs should
be behind the ditch line and
outside areas commonly
mowed or maintained by
highway crews.

On four-lane highways
with controlled access or
limited access, no signs
should be placed on the
highway side of the fence
line or the fence.

Illegally placed signs
picked up by highway crews
will be moved to the state
highway garage in each
county.   A candidate or a
campaign representative
may reclaim them by show-

ing identification and com-
pleting a claim form. Un-
claimed signs will be
discarded after five working
days.

“Employees who are re-
moving signs are acting in
the best interest of all mo-
torists and of maintenance
crews,” State Highway Engi-
neer Steve Waddle said. “We
appreciate the public’s coop-
eration and understanding.”

KyTC District 1 is respon-
sible for 2,800 miles of road-
way in Crittenden,
Livingston and 10 other
western Kentucky counties.

Signs to be removed from state right of way



RUNNING
5K race this month
There will be a Spring Fling 5K

at 9 a.m., Saturday, March 29 at
Marion-Crittenden County Park.
Proceeds benefit the Lady Rocket
softball team. Registration begins
at 8 a.m. Cost is $25.

OUTDOORS
Hunting seasons
Groundhog Year Round
Coyote Daytime Year Round
Coyote Nighttime Feb. 1 - May 31
Turkey Youth April 5-6
Spring Turkey April 12 - May 4

Shooting Sports program
The 4-H Shooting Sports pro-

gram is organizing for the upcom-
ing season. Shooting Sports is
open to any boy or girl between
the ages of 9 and 18. Enrollment in
Shooting Sports can be the first
experience in 4-H for a child. Local
leader Carolyn Belt explains that
there are 13 different disciplines
included in the program such as
Shotgun (12 and 20 gauge), Rifle
(.22 cal. bolt action, air and BB),
and Archery (compound bare and
recurve, bowhunter and target) but
there must be a certified coach in
that area for it to be available lo-
cally. For information contact the
Extension office at 270-965-5236.

BASEBALL
Late registration deadline
Crittenden County Dugout Club

has registered more than 200
youngsters for youth baseball and
softball. If your child missed regis-
tration deadline last weekend,
there's still one last chance to pay
a $15 penalty and register this
week. Registration will close Satur-
day. Teams will be selected this
weekend and rosters will be frozen
in ages 7-12. Mail your registration
form to PO Box 5, Marion, KY
42064 this week or deliver it to The
Crittenden Press. Registration
forms are available at The Press
Online sports link or on the Critten-
den County Dugout Club Face-
book page.

Summer ump jobs
Anyone interested in being an

umpire for Crittenden County’s
summer youth baseball and soft-
ball games should contact Lafe
Riggs at (270) 564-5000. There
will be two area clinics and um-
pires need to attend one of them.
Clinics are in April at Fredonia.

SOCCER
Youth clinic March 22
The Lady Rocket Soccer team

will host a soccer clinic for boys
and girls ages 4-12 on Saturday,
March 22. This will be a three-hour
clinic from 9 a.m., until noon. Reg-
istration starts at 8:45 a.m., at the
Lady Rocket soccer field at Mar-
ion-Crittenden County Park. Cost
is $15. For more information, call
Kristee Shoulders (270) 339-0496
or Kory Wheeler (270) 704-0279.

TRACK
Benefit sale March 29
Crittenden County track and

field boosters will be selling rib-
eye sandwiches from 10 a.m.,
until 2 p.m., at Conrad’s Food
Store on Saturday, March 29.

FOOTBALL
Alumni football tix
Tickets for the April 26 Critten-

den vs. Caldwell alumni tackle
football game are now on sale.
Cost is $10 each. Crittenden
County’s football program will re-
ceive half of all early ticket sales,
but admission at the gate goes to
the game’s organizer and does
not benefit the scholiastic football
program. Tickets are available at
Myers Auto Parts. All Crittenden
youth football players and cheer-
leaders get in free by wearing
their team jersey.

BASKETBALL
Four on All-PAC team
Four Crittenden County basket-

ball players were named to the
All-Pennyrile Athletic Conference
Basketball Team. They were
Devin Belt and Aaron Owen on
the boys’ side and Cassidy Moss
and Chelsea Oliver for the girls.
The conference includes teams
from Crittenden, Webster, Union
and Hopkins Central.

Sports The Crittenden Press
The Press Online

The-Press.com

Twitter @CrittendenPress
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Lady Rockets
field youngsters

Crittenden County returns just
three regular starters from last
year’s 5-19 club. Back are pitcher
Cassidy Moss and outfielders
Danielle Byarley and Kali Travis.

Others expected to play crucial
roles are junior Khyla Moss, sopho-
more Megan Hunt, freshmen Court-
ney Beverly, Jessi Brewer and
Kiana Nesbitt and eighth-grader
Kaitlyn Hicks, who started at short-
stop last week.

The team’s only senior, Brittney
Buell, was injured in an auto acci-
dent a few months ago and will
miss part of the season as she con-
tinues to recouperate.

Second-year skipper Cheyanne
Warriner said her team will be ag-
gressive at the plate.

“I was very impressed with what I
saw in our season-opener against
Carlisle. We only had two strike-
outs,” she said.

The club lost that game 7-4, but
it was close the whole way. Three
Carlisle runs in the fifth broke open
a tie game. Travis, Byarley and
Hicks had two hits apiece.

“We are young, and with losing
five starters, I've filled almost every
position with players that have little
to no varsity playing time,” the
coach said. “So, the pressure is on,
but we'll settle in once we get a few
games under our belt.”

Cassidy Moss, just a freshman, is
developing into one of the area’s
best pitchers. She’s competitive,
fields her position well and works
very intelligently to hitters, the
coach said. 

Moss struck out seven and al-
lowed just five hits against Carlisle
County Friday.

LADY ROCKET SCHEDULE

March 13 Carlisle County
March 17 Caldwell County
March 18 at Union County
March 21 at Hopkins Central
March 22 at Todd Central Invitational
March 24 at Paducah Tilghman
March 25 at Lyon County
March 27 Livingston Central
March 28 Webster County
March 29 Hardin County, Ill.
April 1 Henderson County
April 5 Crittenden Round Robin
April 7 at Dawson Springs
April 8 at McLean County
April 10 Union County
April 15 All A Classic
April 21 Paducah Tilghman
April 22 Lyon County
April 24 at Trigg County
April 25 McLean County
April 28 Hopkins Central
April 29 University Heights
May 1 at Hopkinsville
May 2 at Livingston Central
May 6 Dawson Springs
May 8 Trigg County
May 10 at Webster County
May 12 at Caldwell County

LADY ROCKET VARSITY ROSTER

Player Position Grade
Courtney Beverly P-Inf. Fr.
Bristen Holeman Inf. Fr.
Jessi Brewer C, 1B Fr.
Megan Hunt C, Inf. So.
Brittney Buell 1B, OF Sr.
Cassidy Moss P, SS Fr.
Danielle Byarley OF, P Jr.
Khyla Moss 3B Jr.
Emily Hall OF Fr.
Kiana Nesbitt 1B Fr.
Kaitlyn Hicks SS, P 8th
Kali Travis CF Soph.

SOFTBALL

Pictured are 2014 Lady Rocket softball players (front from left) Josie Tapp, Brandy Book, Chaylee Wolf, Kaitlyn Hicks,
Hannah Cooksey, Emily Hall (middle) Charity Sitar, Megan Hunt, Carrie Peek, Courtney Beverly, Bristen Holeman,
Khyla Moss, Cassidy Moss, (back) head coach Cheyanne Warriner, Danielle Byarley, Kali Travis, Brittney Buell, Kiana
Nesbitt, Macye Shoulders, coach Sammi Jo Quisenberry and coach Emily Bebout. Not pictured Jessi Brewer.

129 North Main St.
Marion, KY

GO BIG BLUE
Wishing our Rocket and 
Lady Rocket Spring Athletic
Teams much sucess in the 
2014 season!

Beavers
CAR WASH

AUTOMATIC - SPOT FREE RINSE
301 SOUTH MAIN, MARION, KY • 965-3151

Jerry, Kristi & Kurt Beavers

GO ROCKETS!

Good Luck 
ROCKETS!

305 North Main St.
Marion, Kentucky

965-5775

Into the Future

Crittenden County’s softball
team hasn’t won more than
seven games in a single season
in more than a decade. This
year’s club is very young, but
the future looks bright based on
the talent. Pictured above is
centerfielder Kali Travis getting
a single back to the infield as
Kaitlyn Hicks plays shortstop
and Courtney Beverly second
base. At left, freshman pitcher
Cassidy Moss fields a bunt dur-
ing last week’s game against
Carlisle County. Second-year
Lady Rocket skipper Cheyanne
Warriner says Moss is not only
a great young pitcher, but she
also fields her position very
well. The catcher is Megan
Hunt.

Rockets open with tough losses
STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County’s
baseball season is off to a
tumultuous start, but
coach Denis Hodge isn’t
ready to throw in the towel.

Quite contrary, in fact,
Hodge is confident his team
will be pretty good once it
settles into the season.

A late start because of
basketball season and the
weather has left the base-
ball club searching for its
legs, and its identity early
this spring.

So far, Crittenden has
used almost a dozen differ-
ent pitchers against two of
the best baseball programs
in western Kentucky. The
results haven’t been great,
but Hodge says his team is
still working as though this
is preseason.

“We’re going to be okay,”
he said.

Tilghman 26, Crittenden 3
Crittenden  001 110 0 -  3    6   4
Tilghman    379 700 0 - 26  15  1
CC-Pitchers: Robinson (L), Cosby,

Myers, James, Champion, Tolley, Hunt.
Hits: Robinson 3, Driver 2, Belt 1. RBIs:
Robinson 3.

Hopkinsville 10, Crittenden 3
Crittenden 030 000 0 - 3   1  0
Hopkinsville   102 421 0 - 10  9  2
CC-Pitchers: Gilbert (L), Belt, Driver,
Castiller, James, Myers. Hits: Robinson
1. RBIs: Champion 1, Castiller 1, Cosby
1.
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Wish Our
CRITTENDEN COUNTY 

ROCKETS & LADY ROCKETS
a Safe and Successful 2014 Season

Farmers ACCESS Line
(270) 965-4874
1-800-701-4340

Main Office
201 South Main Street
Marion, KY 42064-0151

(270) 965-3106
Marion Branch

203 North Main Street
Marion, KY 42064-0151

(270) 965-1845
Salem Office

216 West Main Street
Salem, KY 42078-0005

(270) 988-9000

213 Sturgis Rd. 
(270) 965-4261

A Good
Game Plan

Involves 
A Trip To

Marion’s...

Insure a successful season
with hard work & dedication!

113 West Gum Street
Marion, KY

Phone (270) 965-3133
Fax (270) 965-2130

515 S. Main St., Marion, KY
270-965-4533

Good Luck 
Rockets 
and Lady
Rockets
On A 

Successful
Season!

MARION 
EYECARE CENTER, PLLC

713 S. Main St., Marion, KY
270-965-5280

Adria N. Porter, O.D. 
CALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

GO BIG BLUE!

Keep Your Eyes On The Finish Line!

Spring Sports 

Are In The Air!

200 SOUTH MAIN STREET
P.O. BOX 361 • MARION, KY 42064

TELEPHONE 270.965.2261
FACSIMILE 270.965.2262

www.frplaw.net

Robert B. Frazer • Brandi D. Rogers
Roy Massey IV

W. S. Greenwell Of Counsel • Richard H. Peek, Jr. Of Counsel

FRAZER, ROGERS & PEEK
Attorneys At Law

Crittenden County Middle School’s 2014 baseball players are (front from left) Sean O'Leary, Kyle Castiller, Matt Lynn, Cody Belt,
Devin Porter, Payton Riley, Pate Robinson, (middle) Cruce Collyer, Logan Belt, Jake Gibson, Ryan Belt, Devon Nesbitt, Mason
Hunt, Blake Curnel, Cole Wood, Hunter Holeman, (back) coach Todd Riley, Gavin Dickerson, Ethan Dossett, Noah Sallin, Adam
Beavers, Clay Croft, Branen Lamey, Hunter Boone and assistant coaches Craig Dossett and Shawn Holeman.

Crittenden County’s Rocket basketball team held its awards banquet Sunday. Among those
honored were (front from left) Noah Dickerson, Best 3-Point Percentage; Devin Belt, Most Im-
proved and Co-MVP; Zach Tinsley, Best Field Goal Percentage; Ryan James, JV Most Im-
proved; (back) Taylor Champion, Hustle Award; Aaron Owen, Team Captain, Offensive MVP
and Co-MVP; Travis Gilbert, Teammate Award and Best Free Throw Percentage; and Noah
Hadfield, Challenge Award and JV MVP. Not pictured was Laura Tinsley, Parent MVP.

Player Position No.

Devin Belt P, Inf 10

Seth Birdwell Inf 9

Nick Castiller Inf 14

Taylor Champion OF 15

Alex Cosby OF, P 16

Adam Driver P, Inf 20

Jake Ellington OF 5

Travis Gilbert P, Inf 18

Dylan Hollis C, OF 13

Ethan Hunt Inf, OF, P 24

Ryan James Inf 17

Jared Lundy P, Inf 3

Maeson Myers P, Inf, OF 28

Brenden Phillips C 25

Paxton Riley C, Inf, OF 6

Shelby Robinson Inf, P 21

Bobby Stephens Inf 2

Will Tolley Inf, P 0

Taylor Yancy OF, P 3

426 S. Main St.
965-3104 

Ronnie Myers / Owner

MYERS 
AUTO PARTS

Good Luck 
Rockets & 

Lady Rockets!
Have a 

great season.

ROCKET BASKETBALL AWARDS

Members of the 2014 Rocket baseball team are (front from left) Taylor Yancy, Jake Ellington, Ethan Hunt, Bobby Stephens, Mae-
son Myers, Shelby Robinson, Will Tolley, (middle) Seth Birdwell, Nick Castiller, Brenden Phillips, Travis Gilbert, Alex Cosby,
Ryan James, Dylan Hollis, (back) coach Ronnie Howton, coach Donnie Phillips, Taylor Champion, Devin Belt, Jared Lundy,
Adam Driver, coach Brad Gilbert and head coach Denis Hodge. Not pictured Paxton Riley.

Crittenden County Rocket Baseball
After sitting
out last sea-
son with an
injury, Shelby
Robinson
has been on
a hitting tear.
The Rocket
infielder is
pictured here
leading off at
second dur-
ing Tues-
day’s win
over Webster
County.



  for sale
22nd Anniversary sale on
Porta/Grace number 1 metal roof-
ing, siding and trim. 40-year war-
ranty. Call for low prices. Gray’s
Carports and Building, 907 Hop-
kinsville St., Princeton, Ky. (270)
365-7495. (13t-45-p)
Quality handmade leather belts.
Made in the U.S.A. by Yoder's
Saddlery. Available at Marion Feed
Mill 501 E. Bellville St., Marion.
(270) 965-2252. (tfc)ys

for rent
2 trailer lots for rent in Salem. All
utility hookups furnished. For infor-
mation call Jimmy or Jonathan
Croft, (270) 508-0312. (4t-40-c)jc
Mobile home, 3 BR, 2 bath, central
heat and air, stove, refrigerator.
$450/mo. plus deposit. (270) 704-
3234. (tfc)je
House for rent, small 2 BR, washer
and dryer hookup, hardwood
floors. $375/mo. plus deposit, in-
cludes trash pickup. (270) 969-
1126. (1t-37-p)
Small house for rent, 2 BR, 1 bath
between Dycusburg and Frances,
$300/mo. (270) 965-4163. (1t-37-
c)
Creekside Apartments is taking
applications for 1, 2 and 3 BR
apartments. Within walking dis-
tance to grocery store, pharmacy,
restaurant and dollar stores. Laun-
dry room on-site. Call (270) 965-
5000 or come to the office Monday
- Friday mornings. Equal Housing
Opportunity. (tfc)

real estate
For sale: 3 BR, 3 bath house with
2-car attached garage, 24x32 de-
tached garage with lean-to on
back, 13.8 acres, $165,000. (931)
397-1855 or (270) 965-4660. (4t-
40-p)

agriculture
Round bale grass hay for sale,
(270) 704-0114. Will deliver if nec-
essary. (3t-38-p)
Fescue hay, barn kept, 6x5 round
bale, $30/bale. (270) 704-1787.
(3t-38-p)
Family farm operation seeking
crop ground and pasture ground
for rent. Contact Josh at (270) 952-
1827. (8t-38-p)
Hay for sale, good quality, square
bales $3.75; round bales $35.
(270) 704-0463. (4t-38-c)dj

wanted
Senior hunter seeks deer hunting
lease for 2014. Smaller properties
okay. Call Rich (352) 205-6787.
(4t-40-p)
Buying Indian arrowheads and ar-
tifacts, especially interested in
pipe, pottery and bannerstones.
Single pieces to entire collections.
(812) 686-3865. (52t-29/15-p)

animals
Easter bunnies for sale, $10 each,
weaned. (270) 965-3019. (2t-38-
c)ds
ADOPTING A PET from Crittenden
County's Animal Shelter gives an
animal a second shot at life. Ani-

mals can now be seen online at
crittendenshelter.blogspot.com.
The shelter holds animals from
Crittenden, Lyon and Livingston
counties, so be sure to check with
the shelter online or at 969-1054
for your lost or missing pet. (nc)

lost
1933 keepsake ring lost at or near
Conrad’s Food Store. If you find it,
please call Tink Hicklin, (270) 965-
5135. (5t-38-p)

services
Need help with spring cleaning,
cleaning closets, outbuildings, or
your basement or just getting
caught up on housework? I can
help. References provided. Call
(270) 965-5955. (4t-38-p)

employment
Fabricators Needed
Well established company has im-
mediate openings for Fabricators.
Applicants must have a minimum
of 7 years fabrication experience.
Experience should include the
ability to read blueprints and weld-
ing symbols and weld with all types
of wire and stick. Must be able to
run shear, brake, iron worker, work
well with others and take a project
from start to finish. Must have own
basic tools and be able to install
finished machine parts. These po-
sitions include an excellent benefit
package which includes health,
dental and vision insurance, paid
holidays and vacation and a 401k
retirement plan. The pay is based
on the applicant’s experience. The
positions are for permanent, full
time employment, Mon.-Fri., 1st
and 2nd shift. Applicant must be
able to pass a physical and drug

screening. To apply send resume
to: Saturn Machine, Attn: Fabrica-
tor, P.O. Box 69, Sturgis, Ky.
42459 or come in person to Saturn
Machine and fill out an application.
(2t-37-c)

notices
Public Notice

Notice to all sportsmen: All proper-
ties known as Wanda Pauline or
Beverly Herrin, LLC that is under
the management of Don Herrin are
closed to hunting of all types, fish-
ing and trespassing. This is due to
an excessive reduction in wildlife
and unknown trespassing. Written
permission from Don Herrin is re-
quired from any individual who
may have business reasons to be
on said property. (4t-40-c)dh

Legal Notice
Notice is hereby given that on
March 5, 2014 Joyce R. Harwell of
25195 Hwy. 43, Picayune, MS,
39466 was appointed executrix
with will annexed of Anna Pauline
Moreland, deceased, whose ad-
dress was 108 Kevil Street, Mar-
ion, Ky. 42064. All persons having
claims against said estate are
hereby notified to present the
same properly proven as required
by law to the Executrix with will an-
nexed on or before the 5th day of
September, 2014 and all claims
not so proven and presented by
that date shall be forever barred.
All persons indebted to the estate
of the above-named decedent, will
please call and settle said debts
immediately.

Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-36-c)

Legal Notice
CRITTENDEN COUNTY FISCAL
COURT AUDIT YEAR ENDING
6/30/2013

A copy of the complete audit re-
port, including financial statements
and supplemental information is
on file at the County Judge-Execu-
tive’s Office and is available for
public inspection during normal
business hours; Any citizen may
obtain from the County Judge-Ex-
ecutive a copy of the complete
audit report, including financial
statement and supplemental infor-
mation, for his personal use. Citi-
zens requesting a personal copy of
the audit report will be charged for
duplication costs at a rate that
shall not exceed twenty-five cents
($.25) per page. Copies of the fi-
nancial statement prepared in ac-
cordance with KRS 424.220 are
available to the public at no cost at
the business address of the officer
responsible for preparation of the
statement. (1t-37-c)

NOTICE OF PASSAGE 
AND

SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE
ORDINANCE NUMBER 14-02 

AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING MARION 

CODE OF ORDINANCES
Notice is hereby given that the City
Council of the City of Marion, Ken-
tucky, at its regular called meeting
held on March 17, 2014, at 6
o’clock p.m., gave second reading
and passed and adopted an Ordi-
nance relating to the Marion Code
of Ordinances, which Ordinance
had been given its first reading at
its regular called meeting of the
City Council held on February 17,
2014, at 6 o’clock p.m.  A summary
of the Ordinance is as follows: This
Ordinance adopts the 2013 S-29
Supplement to the Marion Code of

Ordinances as submitted by Amer-
ican Legal Publishing Corporation.
The full text of the Ordinance is on
file in the Office of the City Clerk in
the City Building, Marion, Ken-
tucky, where it is available for pub-
lic inspection.
PREPARED BY:
ROBERT B. FRAZER

CITY ATTORNEY
FRAZER, ROGERS & PEEK
ATTORNEYS –AT- LAW 
P.O. BOX 361
MARION, KY 42064
270/965-2261
March 17, 2014 (1t-37-c)

Classifieds The Crittenden Press
The Press Online

CrittendenPress.Blogspot.com
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Advertising deadline
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You can also reach more than one mil-
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70 newspapers for only $250.
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Act and to never knowingly publish ad-
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believe an advertisement published in this
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tact the publisher immediately at
965.3191.
All phone numbers listed for ads on

this page are within the 270 area code
unless otherwise noted.

270-704-0530
270-994-3143
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In Salem is looking for highly motivated and qualified 
candidates to join our organization.  

The following positions are available:
PT ED RN -  Current Licensure required.  Prior  experience in ED
and TNCC preferred.  PT benefits available.  

If interested, please contact Jessica Harris, ED Manager 
at 270-988-7273 or  jharris@lhhs.org 

Nursing Positions:
FT Week Nights RN/LPN – Current Licensure required.  Full time
benefits available.
FT Health Unit Coordinator - works under the direct supervision of
the shift supervisor, performs the receptionist and secretarial duties on
the patient care unit while functioning as the focal communication
source in the nursing station.  Must be able to comprehend medical
terminology and have sufficient computer skills.  Previous experience
in clerical or HUC position preferred.  FT Benefits available.
PRN Nurses– Current licensure required.
PRN Nurse Aides - Certification and prior experience preferred 

If interested, please contact JoAnna Stone, CNO 
at 988-7245 or  jstone@lhhs.org 

Visit our website at www.lhhs.org    EOE

JOB OPENING FOR SAWYER
We are looking for a experienced sawyer for a
circular saw mill. Need to be able to sharpen
and maintain own saw. Ability to grade saw
would be a plus. We have insurance, paid va-
cation and a profit sharing retirement.

Apply at
Perry Hardwood Lumber

Fredonia, KY
Between 7:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Monday-Friday

RANDY GARDNER
12 years Experience in Professional Forestry
I Work For You, Not The Logger

Helping You Get The Best 
Price & Protect Your Resource!

Timber Appraisals & Forest Plans
(270) 804-3012
westkytimber@gmail.com

PROFESSIONAL CONSULTING 
FORESTER SERVICE

ATTENTION 
LAND OWNERS

Kentucky land is in demand. Realize full market value
in the sale of your recreational property. Whitetail
Properties offers a diverse platform of selling 
options including conventional listings and 
professional auction services. It’s no mistake that
land sellers across the Midwest have entrusted their
land sale to us. Whitetail Properties has an extensive
network and client base that reaches the entire na-
tion and includes Farmers, Sportsmen, Investors and
Hunting Professionals.

FOR mORE DETAiLS pLEASE CONTACT 
KENTUCKY LAND SpECiALiST, 

mARK WiLLiAmS (270) 836-0819

KENTUCKY LAND FOR SALE
CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 135 ACRES  - $244,900 - Out-
standing habitat in a premier whitetail county. A well main-
tained 3 bed, 2 bath trailer provides more than ample
living quarters with a 20 x 24 outbuilding for storage of all
your hunting gear.

CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 58 ACRES - An excellent combina-
tion property with income and outstanding hunting possi-
bilities. Easy access to utilities with building sites.

CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 181 ACRES - $371,000 - Excellent
habitat and trophy management. With tillable ground for
food and income with a great hunting cabin and stellar
views make this a farm that does not hit the market very
often.

CALDWELL CO, KY - 93 ACRES - $148,000 - This farm of-
fers a ton of quality hunting and recreational potential.
Property is all wooded with just a couple of small openings
for food plots.

CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 134 ACRES  - $186,900 - High qual-
ity hunting tract comprised of food, cover & water. Great
internal trail system for excellent access and NO road
frontage.

CALDWELL CO, KY - 103 ACRES - $237,200 - The genet-
ics of this property is the right mix for a great hunting
property with income to boot.

CALDWELL CO, KY - 118 ACRES - $195,000 - Outstanding
habitat that is built for deer hunting! A great mixture of
open timber, dense cover, water, and food.

CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 523 ACRES - Price Reduced to
$834,185 - This super hunting tract combines the best of
multiple habitats for excellent deer and turkey hunting. A
small cabin also resides on the property.

CRITTENDEN CO, KY - 250 ACRES - Price Reduced.
$1,750/ACRE - 3 ponds, hardwood timber, overgrown
fields and pasture.

www.whitetailproperties.com
trophy properties real estate I dba whitetail properties I licensed in illinois, iowa, kansas, 
kentucky, missouri, san perez, broker I 108 n. monroe I pittsfield, IL 62363 I 217.285-9000

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

PENDING



CRITTENDEN COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

204 West Carlisle St., Marion • 965-3354
www.crittendenlibrary.org

presents on

Saturday, March 29
Authors

TOM McKENNEY
AND JOHN TONKIN

The featured book, 
as well as other 

autographed books,
will be available for 

purchase at this event!

McKenney and Tonkin 
will be presenting 
interesting artifacts 
and information from 

“The Sniper Anthology.”
10 a.m. - Noon

Saturday, March 29
in the meeting room 
off the library lobby.

The Library Program is Free and 
Open To The Public. No Purchase 
Necessary to Attend The Program.
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CRAYNE 
CEMETERY

ASSOCIATION
will have its

Annual Meeting
Saturday, April 5

9:00 a.m.
At The 

Crayne Community Church
You may mail donations to: 

Brenda Underdown 
139 Oak Hill Dr., Marion, KY 42064 

Thank you in advance, 
Brenda Underdown, Treasurer

STAFF REPORT

Three men were sentenced
to prison last Thursday by Cir-
cuit Judge Rene Williams, two
after pleading guilty to crimes
and another for violating proba-
tion.

Judge Williams also sen-
tenced another Crittenden
County man, Charles Brent
Beard, 50, to prison last week
during a proceeding in Webster
County.

One felony charge against
Beard was dismissed for lack
of evidence and another was
reduced from a more serious
charge. He pleaded guilty to
felony possession of a con-
trolled substance (metham-
phetamine) and received a
three-year sentence that will
run concurrent with convictions
for four other misdemeanor
drug charges.

- Mitchell Peek of Marion
pleaded guilty to second-de-
gree trafficking in a controlled

substance. The judge sen-
tenced him to five years, but
the prison time was probated
for a period of five years.

- Brett Allen Brian, 20, of
Benton, Ky., received pretrial
diversion on a case where he
was charged with stealing
items from a vehicle. The judge
ordered him to complete the
three-year diversion program
and to pay $1,250 restitution to
the victim. 

- Michael Elliot, 38, of West
Point, Ky., had his felony pro-
bation revoked after a parole
officer testified that Elliot had
absconded and failed to report
his whereabouts since last fall.

- On Monday, Sammy Gip-
son, 50, of Marion pleaded
guilty to amended drug traffick-
ing charges and was sen-
tenced to a total of 15 years.
However, the commonwealth
did not oppose probation and
Gipson is expected to enroll in
the drug court program.

Three sentenced to 
jail in circuit courtBy JASON TRAVIS

STAFF WRITER

For years, the Ben E.
Clement Mineral Museum has
helped preserve invaluable ar-
tifacts while educating visitors
about Crittenden County’s
once-thriving fluorspar indus-
try. Now, the museum needs
the public’s help. Winter
weather has played havoc
with the museum’s flat roof
causing water leaks that
threaten both irreplaceable
displays and documents.  

Tina Walker, director of the
mineral museum, said after
the 2009 ice storm, the roof
began leaking in multiple lo-
cations. She said repair work
on the roof held up until late
last year when winter weather
created more problems during
last December’s winter storm.

“I came in and ceiling tiles
were on the floor. It was just a
terrible mess throughout the
building,” Walker said. 

The leaking roof became
worse and caused more dam-
age after the winter storm at
the beginning of this month. 

“For about three to four
hours all I did was basically
run around this building plac-
ing buckets to catch water
leaks. That’s how bad it was.
Every room in the building
leaked except two,” she said. 

The gift shop and the
newly remodeled display
room were the only two rooms
in the museum where the roof
didn’t leak. However, Walker
said the roof does leak in the
room containing Ben
Clement’s historical docu-
ments. Thick plastic was used
to cover the documents.
Walker said assistance was
needed in climbing to the ceil-
ing and lodging a bucket to
collect the water. 

After consulting with car-

penters, Walker was told the
only way to fix the roof is to
replace it. Estimates indicate
replacing the flat rubber roof
with a gabled roof with
trusses would cost less, with
estimates ranging from
$40,000 to $48,000. 

“Of course, once we get
that done, we have several
thousand dollars worth of
damage in painting and ceil-
ing tiles that are going to have
to be replaced,” she said.

Walker is asking for the
public’s assistance in replac-

ing the museum’s roof by
making donations toward the
Raise the Roof campaign. The
goal is to raise $50,000. 

Donations can be made to:
Clement Mineral Museum,
P.O. Box 391, Marion, KY
42064. Individuals are asked
to specify that donations go
toward the roofing cam-
paign.  

Experts have suggested
Ben Clement’s collection can
never be duplicated or
equaled. It is regarded as the
largest and finest collection of

fluorite samples in the world.
Officials want to keep the
priceless artifacts in the mu-
seum safe for future genera-
tions to enjoy, emphasizing
the museum itself is a jewel
for the tourism industry
which can help bring in dol-
lars to the local economy.  

“It’s preserving the history
of the community. In the mid-
1900s, fluorspar was the
main industry (here). We have
the beautiful specimens that
came out, we have the mining
equipment and the historical
documents and photos.
That’s what we’re trying so
hard to preserve,” Walker
said. 

PHOTO BY JASON TRAVIS, THE PRESS

Winter weather played havoc on the roof of the Ben E. Clement Mineral Museum. Museum di-
rector Tina Walker points to damaged ceiling tiles below which minerals are on display. Walker
has also had to place a bucket to catch rainwater to protect copies of Clement's personal doc-
uments. The documents themselves are wrapped in plastic as a secondary precaution.

Winter hard on mineral museum

Free seedlings 
offered Monday

Free tree seedlings will be
offered to the public from 10
a.m. until noon Monday, in
front of the Conservation
District office located at 118
E. Bellville Street in Marion. 

Seedlings will include
pawpaw, yellow poplar,
shellbark hickory, northern
red oak and white pine.
Quantities will be limited per
person. The conservation
district encourages persons
throughout Crittenden
County, urban and rural, to
take advantage of this op-
portunity.

The pawpaw, yellow
poplar, shellbark hickory,
and northern red oak
seedlings were purchased by
the Crittenden County Con-
servation District with a
matching contribution of
white pines made by the
Kentucky Division of
Forestry.  

Evans appointed
to park board slot

Chris Evans has been ap-
pointed by Crittenden Fiscal
Court to Marion-Crittenden
County Park Board to re-
place Jim Tolley, who re-
signed his post on the board
last month.

In a letter to Crittenden
County Judge-Executive,
Tolley said he decided to give
up his seat on the board
after accepting an out-of-
town job.

Evans has served on the
park board in previous
years.

Bechler stands up
for prison guards

Rep. Lynn Bechler (R-
Marion) pledged on Monday
that he will work with his
colleagues in the Senate to
make sure a statute that
would pay retention bonus
for Kentucky’s corrections
officers be fully funded in
the Commonwealth’s two-
year budget.   Rep. Bechler

pushed for
the addi-
tional fund-
ing in the
House, but it
was not in-
cluded in the
plan passed
last week.

“ M o r e
than a
decade ago,

the person who previously
represented the people of the
4th District proposed the
original bill to pay retention
bonuses, but not one dollar
has yet been committed and
the law has been passed
over multiple times in
budget negotiations,” said
Rep. Bechler.  “Our correc-
tions officers deserve better
than empty promises and

being passed over for fund-
ing.  This is why I have and
will continue to push for
money to be committed
under the law toward the re-
tention bonuses our correc-
tions officers have been
promised.”

Rep. Bechler made his
case to provide general fund
dollars for retention bonuses
during debate in the House
last week on the budget bill,
and with less than two
weeks to go in this year’s

regular session Rep. Bechler
plans to work with budget
leaders in the Kentucky
State Senate to hopefully
bring the funding to fruition.

Upgrade of audio 
at arena sought

Improving the audio-video
system inside Rocket Arena
was a topic at a Crittenden
County Board of Education
work session on March 11. 

Crittenden County High
School Principal Rhonda
Callaway addressed board
members on behalf of the
PTO in regard to the audio-
visual system at the facility.
Callaway stressed a better
system would be helpful not
only for basketball games or
other school functions, but
for community functions as
well.

Callaway said the PTO
has been limited in fundrais-
ing opportunities and would
like to pursue other options.
That includes exploring
what other school districts
are doing in regard to their
audio-video systems.

The board gave permis-
sion for that exploration, in-
cluding what schools with
recently remodeled gymnasi-
ums have done to im-
provesound and video
quality.

NEWS BRIEFS

Marion Police
activity report

The following is a monthly activ-
ity report for Marion Police Depart-
ment, reflecting information from
February 2014. The information is
provided by Police Chief Ray O’Neal.

CATEGORY FEBRUARY 2014

Miles driven/patrolled..............2,282
Criminal investigations ...................5
Domestics.......................................1
Felony Arrests.................................1
Misdemeanor arrests .....................8
Non-criminal arrests.......................8
DUI arrests......................................3
Criminal summons served .............1
Traffic citations .............................18
Traffic warnings..............................9
Parking tickets................................0
Other citations ..............................75
Traffic accidents .............................7
Security checks/alarms................77
Calls for service..........................218

David and Allison Maddux of Marion 
announce the birth of a son, John Wyatt, 

February 7th, 2014 
at Baptist Health in Madisonville.

He weighed 6lbs., 4oz., and was 20 in. long.
Maternal grandparents are 

Dan and Mindy Wood of Marion. 
Paternal grandparents are 

Greg and Karen Maddux, also of Marion.

John Wyatt Maddux

Bechler
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PLEASE SUPPORT

DANIEL 
KEMPER
CRITTENDEN COUNTY JAILER

BRINGING A FRESH PERSPECTIVE AND 
A COMMON SENSE APPROACH
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